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DeRue: Today is Thursday, June 12014. This is Mg DePue, director of oral
hi story at the Abraham Lincoln Preside
across the table again from Gov. Jim Thompson. Good morning, Governor
Thompson: Good morning, Mark.
DePue: Probably should explain what happened yesier@iaere was an equipment
malfunction that | probably helped precipitate, but we were at a prettgdbg
place to break for the day
Thompson: | think so.
DePue: But what | wanted to start with today is the relationship that you and Jayne
hadthoselast ew years in the U.S. attorneyos
Thompson: What do you mean?
DePue: | know that as you got towards the point where you were going to be running
for governor, at least the impression | have is, the relationship got a little bit
more serious.
Thompsm: It should have been, it was al most nin

surprised if Jayne was thinking, What the hell? How long is this Act One
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

going to go on? Let me put it this way, once | decided to run for governor, |
coul dnét i malguthee | mkeanjitreguirésds | l@arned, but |
also suspectédevery strength you have, atiteability to go out across the
state, much of which was new to me. I
was a rookie with regard to knowledge of the stdtidlinois, beyond
Chicago.And | think part of the strength that you have to have to do that
comes from having strength at home, and having a reliance at home, and
having somebody to turn to on a regular basis in your personal life to sustain
you, to ge up in the morning and go out the next day. And we had been going
together | ong enough, that | thought,
(laughs)So 1 did.

We were having a party at my house for a group of friends, and | was
feeling poorly my back was outWe were sitting there in the living room

before the guests were to come, and |
ought to get married, dondt you think?
goodSo we b6r e g &Viham gll the gastslaorived,tl said something,

l'i ke, AWell, | 6ve got an announcement
as cheaply as oné, |l sbhwe&r dagoengatd &
ALIiving with you is never goicourge,t o be
everybody at the party went, AOh, oh,

She was right about her
comment.

She was right about that!
(laughs)

This happened in April, was
it?

May.

May?

Yeah, my birthday, May 8th.
Of 19767

Seventysix, right. So then,
the next day, the press had it %
| mean, as soon as my press q
secretary knew, then the
world knew, of courselhe
Tribune | think, came over to
take a picture of us sittinghdhe back steps of my house. She was young and
beautiful and | was skinny and had hgiaughter) Maybe the best picture

ever taken.
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

Well, Governor, can you blame the political cynics out there who accused
you, probably, that this was all partapolitical calculation?

Look, | have discovered, in fiftfive years of public life, that there are a lot of

people out there. Some of them are cyreesla small subset aghemare

simply looking for whatever political advantage they thinkytiean get when

itds got to do with another public fig
think they can get in dealing with ano
controlthatl mean, theyobéve said that not onl
abaut my dog on the campaign trail, and about the birth of Saméntha.

You know, | 6ve had that said about
to me in my life since then. Somebody will be able to turn it to a political
advantage, or thegylWheayl wasthevewuse
hebés just | ucky. 0o B arpoderwonldsayittaak e t hat
political opponent would saydtt o whi ch | finally deci d:i
t hat one head on, and | 6d just say, naV
governor or an unlucky governor?o06 | on

CharlieWheeler, or somebody like that, when | had a press conference on the

budget. And he was sort of exasperated
youbre just | uc khat And IThowght,kay, wou know, if s ai d
thatdos going to be the claim someti mes

If youbve been i nfiveaybarsswhithd sa®evers s f or
before politics, as an assigréewhose st at e
name and exploits get in the newspépever theyeard 6 ve seen it al
got to say. Not only in my campaigns, but in the campaigns of ofPeple
who dondét have good answers or good mo
say. | attemtiodtoit. p ay

|l dondt want tthedetpiés rightthon butdo yointhinkn t o
getting married in the midst of the campaign helped?

|l dondt know, | suppose you could say
for an idealized soxtf candidatemarried, two and a half children, one dog,

one house, sunny dispositiryou know, you can go on forever with this. |

dondédt think it played that big a part.
a bigger event, simply because people adbildren And because Jayne was

publicly pregnant and would be with me at events, she became, in the eyes of
some, théis t at e.0&hed¥eeblayne heard that, she would just get

inwardly furiousthei st at e6s baby. 0

She was with me one time atexeption| think it was in Lincoln. She
and | were standing ithe receivindine, shaking hands at this event. And a

1 For example, see Michael Bakalis, interview by Mark DePue, June 10, 2014, and David Gilbert, interview by
Mark DePue, March 27, 2014.
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woman came over with a chair, and sai.d
down. o0 And Jayne said, AWhyiAgdtheAnd she
stateds baby! o Well now, 1 magine how t
with any potenti al mot her, right? The
I n 678, when Jayne was pregnant, an
born, people in the state, a lot of them, attaictheir own notions to the
pregnancyAsnd t hey wereno6ét political, they
time, before she was pregnant, she was standing in a receiving line, and this
woman came up to her and said, in al/l
truck0 JaynWhaB aWkhdy woul d you say that?0 /
ABecause 1 6d mar%qyg, yyau kmusw,antdhere ar
there,okaywe dondét know how many, but they

spotlight every once in a whife.

But as far as the baby is concerned, people just had a romantic
attachment to the idea of the pregnancy and the idea of a baby born to a
governor and his wife. Youbve got to r
lllinois was 1909, Bina Deneewho, incidentaly, was still alive when
Samantha was born, and sent Samantha a double silver picture frame with
Bina Deneendés baby picture on one side
Samanthabés picture to go in. And we pu
on display in thenansion. So it was a signal event. | mean, it was almost
seventy years between gubernatorial babies. Most governors, who were much
older than | was, had adult children or had no childgenthis was a big deal
to some peopl e. Andnotebfé theydaoldasbatingt a k e a
note of it. They wanted to be partwhat was happening. People lizabies,
and here was a chance to like a baby that was going to be different from any
baby in the state, right? When Samantha was born, people justdlasdvith
homemade giftsThey knitted sweaters, they drew paintingpey did all sorts
of things. Toys piled up in the mansidfar a lot of people in lllinois, it was
kind of a joyous thing, as it was for.usnd sothat was an event that was
shared.

| discovered early what | think are the important values in politics;
one, people want the traditional candidate to be smart, honest, open,
forthright, and to have good ideas, mo
bottom line. But voters are smartenodugo know t hat theyo6re
agree with a candidate on everything.
candidate on everything not going to pull away their vote, because they
know, as a matter of common seng@att hey donodot rspgusese wi t h
on everything, they dondédt agree with t
agree with the people in their office on everythi8g. t hat 6 s not t he

2Thompsondés daughter also mentioned this moment. Sama
4, 201 4. For another example of how politics fAcan cor
see Jim Edgar, interview by Mark DePuend 15, 2009, Volume II: 37372.
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DePue:

ZThompson:

you agree with a candidate on every is
know, ad | al ways tell t hem, t hat there a
el ected that we dondét even know about
who they think wildl do the right thing
theydre | ooking for

Now, howdoy ou mo v e f r oitpolitichl eatcylation,Go | cal |
voter identification? | think just as important as being married, or having a
baby, or all these other things, 10l]1
advantages. First, | was tall, okay? Tall pea@exmand more attention than
short people. Thatodés just a fact of |

people you know; the tall person always attracts more attention. And even
unspoken qualities are ascribed to tall people. So what was my politica
nickname from the beginning? Big Jim.
called Little Jim, or Short Jim, but Big Jim.

Which is probably why Governor Edgar d

Jim, because he wasno6t, necessarily.
Right, he wasnoét. But the press fasten
something we came up with. But the minute they did, | saw the political
advantages of that, and so we had a | o
it. And the more the press usegtite more we useddtbumper stickers,
buttons,s hi rts. That déds number one, tall. N
People are all for that! Thatds not wh

the aura of that carried with me into the campaignabse
that s when people downst
hearing about me. toffrs Thieys
didndét think, Oh, this @y
heds t haCGhicagawho dutrcmaks in jail.

| think | speak plaily, and they like thatWhen | went downstate with
some depth, and repeatedlly have this natural inclination to sort of adopt
what |1 d&m hearing. So the further south
took on the lilt and the cadence of how people utlsern lllinois spoke. And
it wasnbdét something that was forced, i
sometimes it wasndt even something | w
naturally, by being immersed in people who were speaking like that. In fact,
onenight, | remembecoming home after two days inwhern lllinois and
coming into the house and starting to talk to my wife about the trip, and she
said, AWait a minute, wait a minute, W
candt undesatdndiagoutp, | 1 611 €0 But t ha
So what that says to people, unspoken, down in those regions, where | was
picking up their way of speaking wabat | was an empathetic person.

3 At least once, Thompson caused some controversy with this trait. See Edgar, June 15, 2009, Volume II: 379,
and Vernon Jarrett, @ ThOhiogne Tiunedctabdr 22,1882t No Rhyt hm, 0o
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When we were campaigning one day in southern lllthaigll, not
really southern lIllinois, almost southern lIllinois, around the suburbs of St.
Louisd we were on this street in this small town, and there was this eighteen
yearold kid sitting there in his convertible, and he had seven Irish Setter
puppies in the &ick seatHewas selling themandmy eyes bugged out. | had
always wanted an Irish Setter. But | had no business buying. & megn, |
was campaigning all over the state of lllinois. Jayne was working back in

Chicago, supporti mgobafterawhileimtitae | di dnot
campaign. She had no way to take care
puppy.

There was a grocery store across the street, and we went over and we
bought a leash and a bowl and some dog food. And from that day on, not all
of the time, but part of the time, the dog was with me on the campaign trail.
Because there was no other place to pu
in Chicago, Jayne worked. Youbre not g
in a Chicago apartmerile came with me. And at least | had staff and people
with me that we could share the duties. But then | noticed that he attracted
peo'4ple. People were more interesting in seeing him than they were seeing
me!

4Thompson on the campaign trail with Guv. Unknown date, but Wolk Camera developed the film for
Thompsonbés press secretary, Dave Gilbert, on August 2
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

So we go along, and one day, Mike Howlett saysi And Thompson
heébs dragging that poor dog around the

mysel f, Oh, Mi ke, you shouldndét have s
that So we were at some kind of campaign event or meeting that night, in

southernlinoi s, and when | got through with
opponent says that |1 6m 6draggingdé my p
the state. o | said, AWell, heds here t
there. So now you got a choice. You came up and shake hands with me,

or you can go over and see the dog. It

went over to see the dog, this southern lllinois birdddatihough an Irish
Setter is not really a southern lllinois bird dog, but close. And Howrlett,
what was he going to say after that? So he stopped saying that.

What did you name the dog?

Guv!

Why?

|l dondt know, it just seemed natur al

And did you anti ci ptahe ehallengesfiomtheoo, t hat
opposite camp about why you got the dog?

Oh, no. The only time | heard that was from Howlett criticizing me, see, and
what | said after that just shut him u

How about being youg®?

| thought that was goodlVe can get to it later, the relationship between me

andMike Howlett, buthe was a dear friend, and very helpful to me. But he

was an older, heavier, ektyle politician. | was a young, tall prosecutor. The

contrasth | ooks and styl e <tAmdlkhoktiéatplayedve be

an i mportant part of it too. What youbo
identifying with voters. You want to make them feel comfortable with jfou.

theyore comfaohtealklobs wi blasysufor at | ec
you. And if therebés a trust of you, th

goes on from there.

| got attacked by Howlefbr wearing Levis and boots to county fairs.
Well, the answert hat dhawloast veeegplse mpd a&
fairs. They -pikaesuiswithwmengtips, whith iswhat Howlett
was wearing to county fairs and watching where he walkedme a n , | 6d we
that to county fairs i f | wasnbét runni

SThompsonds press secretary r ec alwiteaprofidpeotoofdHowetti gn had

and Daley
2014.

which emphasized fAhis jowls hanging down. o Davi
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me when he started the comparison on t
he talking about? | was at the county
the more you can identify with the voter, in every aspect, without forcing it,

without doingitasagarde 8cause youbre going to st
like beingtalll candt help that, I dm tall . So
more commanding thahe shorter, heavier, ckiime guy, right? When we

appear together at debates, people can see the difference between us.

DePue: How would you respond, though, to the aura that Richard J. Daley had?
Because he didndét have wthe things that

Thompson: Yeah, but he didndét have any opponents
politics? Compared to whadrhe only time Daley came close in a mayoralty
race was againf®obert Merriam, amlderman in ChicagbBut as Chicago
became more Democratmd what Republicans there were in Chicago moved
to the suburbs, Dal ey had no serious o
him. And the contrast between me and Howlett was huge. Nevertheless, the
press for most of the campaign thought that Howlett veasggto win, simply
because they thought he was the most popular politician in the state of.lllinois
He had been secretary of state for a long fieverybody in the state had his

name in their wallet, right?:Qod,6s sort
hedol | be elected even after heods dead!
DePue: Because even kids know who the secretary of statees6 s t he guy who

them their license.

Thompson: Yeah So everybody thought | was going to lose. And when the first polls
cameoutimugust, they were shocked. Shocke
going to lose.

DePue: Governor, iif you donodét mind, |l Om goi ng
Thompson: Okay. (laughs) Sorry!
DePue: But this has been illuminating to get your philosophy of runningfiice.

Thompson: Look, itds simpl e. 't applies to other
a job somewhere? You want to have these attributes.

DePue: Letbébs get back to Jayne and a very qui
successful lawyer iher own right, very successful.

5 Merriam (19181988) was a reform Democrat during his tenure as 5th Ward alderman from 1947 to 1955,
whenhewa t he Republican mayor al primary and ran an unsu
general election. He received 45 percent of the vote. Following the election, he served in the presidential
administrations of Dwight Eisenhower and RichardaxixA combat reporter during World War 1l, Merriam

was also known for his account of the Battle of the Bulggk December A Gui de t o the Robert
Papers, 1918 984, 6 Speci al Coll ections Research .Center, Uni
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Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

That is correct.

Was there a discussion about what her expectagiotahat your expectation
for her, in reference thercareeywere going to be once you actually were
running for governor?

Not at first. She was employed. | was employed at Winston, although | was

empl oyed at Winston with the understan
in the office, they wanted to see me on the campaign(ieaighs) But she

had a real job, a regular job. Skerked for Bill Scotttheat t or ney gener
office.t wasndét until after the election t
she couldndét work for Scott @anymore be
husbanda constitutional officeandScotta constitutioral officerd soshe

sought out a job in Springfield where there would be no conflict.

She went to this law firm in Springfieldnddid civil work that had
nothing to do with the State of IllinoiShe did that for a while. And from then
on, she looked for eployment that had no conflict. She, A, is a very ethical
person, and B, being a lawyer was very important to her. Her mother told her
she ought to be a schoolteacher or a secretary, and she was bound and
determined from the time she was a teenager tdd®yer. She worked very
hard for it. She wento school part time to put herself through law schbet
family had no moneytodothésh e 6s wor ked since she wa
old, and work is importanttohesh e 6s very proud of bei
s,e6s a good one. And she wasno6t goin
i nappropriate. Shebds still working t
commi t ment to work is. She doesndt h
may go on working, even if I retreMa s ndt so much a di scu:
the two of us, it was her decision to wankdto work in a manner that nobody
could criticize. Thatodés how that evolyv

(

» o0Q 5

d
v

Again, putting you in the 1974, 0675 1ti
about running fogovernor? Was there a moment in time?

There was one time when | was U.S. attorney, when one of the black
Democratic congressmen from Chicago sneaked up the back stairs of my
office in the federal building, from his office in the federal buidgito

implore me to run for mayor. And | listened to him.

That election was going to i®77?

Oh, gosh, no. | dondt know when it was
whenever this occurred. And | thought about t¥tcourse, somedrly comes

Two male black Democratic congressmen served during
(1971:1978, 1st District) and George Collins (197972, 6th District). After Collins died in a 1972 plane crash

at Midway Airport, his wife Cardis€ollins won the special election to finish his term; she went on to serve

eleven more terms, retiring in 1997.
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to you and says, AYou ought to run for
thirty seconds, you say to yourself, [, 0
(laughs) Then reality sinks in, and I
AThankeryyoumuwc h f or your thoughts, but
But | had thought about politick me a n | 6d been a prc
of fices. At | east one of themBiwas poli
Scott was a famous statewide politiciaknrn  t he U. S. attorneyao:
see any politics. I n the assistant st a

politics. | was just pure prosecutor in both of those. But in the attorney
general 6s office with Sandlkwasonedthst t was
top aides, so | got to see it. And he would bring me in on discussions on what

he should do in his own political career and how he should respond to other
politicians.

He had this tenuous, at best, relationship with Ogfiie. always
thought that Ogilvie and his ace aides were out thiohan by getting him to
run for some other office, like U.S. Senate, which would create a vattatcy
would allow Ogilvie to appoint his own attorney genefidd at 6 s how Scot
mindran,yu know? And when youdre in discu
brainstorming about how best to counter the governor, naturally, you start
thinking politically. Not with regard to your cases, that never happened. Scott
never let politics dictate a case orrigsult, but in terms of the political
preservation of himself versus others, and what he should do and when he
should do it, thatdéds how his mind ran.
were at the heart of that.

So that gets you thinking about holding gioll office yourself. And
the usual run of a U.S. attorney is four yedksmow PatFitzgerald later did it

for a |l ong time, but thatos be¢ebawsds pr
not the nor maly ecaoru rtseer.m,| tadgsdd endugloyuoru 6 v e
in the U.S. attorneyds office, you mov

rewarding, financially.

So here | am, | 6ve had this bath of
interested in politics since | was nine years old. What did | say whes | wa
nine years old? | want to be president of the United States. | said that in high
school, right? Ités in the yearbook.
watched the conventionsne year | was a Taft guy, then Eisenhower got it;
then he was runngragainst Stevenson, and | admired Adlai Stevenson. |

didndét | i ke Eisenhower, because he did
McCarthy and his ace aide, Senator Jenner from Indiana, attacked General
Mar shal l Ei senhower didndthadcdme ittgo i

Stevenson. o | carried AdIl ai

voting for
| 6d met hi m. Now, .ithdast dnsa twhr ean

because

8 Governor Richard B. Ogilvie.
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

was going to be interested in politics
like that, and your term is coming to an end as U.S. attorney and you expect

that youdbre going to be moving on to s
be? What was open? What was a great office? Governor. So | started thinking

about that.

Was it more appealin be on the executive side than the legislative side?
Yes, absolutely.
Why?

Because on the |l egislative side, yo
governor, when youodre the head of t
done, byyourself. And when | say by yourself, | mean you and your staff and
your appointments. You are the executive branch, basically, except for the
other constitutional officers, but they have narrcdéfined functions; they
arenodot r es ponsawhdleeorfor@executing laws,otalhthee a
other things the governor does by himseélfe notion of running for the

United States Senate and going to Washingiidive, and being the
hundredthsenatoand spending thirty years getting to a place where y

could influence somethingvasnot appealing at all. No, | was an executive
branch guy. And despite all the ti mes
say, AAbsolutely not. o

uobr
he

What would you say to the people who are very suspicious of Wiosare
very ambitious?

That 6s a br eat ht akThend guess weistounld electo w, i sn
sluggards to public office, right? (De
notion. So I 6d say to them, AYoudre cr

A

0
ltsoundslikey ou di dndét encounter that very m

No, | did not. In all the years | have been in public life, people have come up

to me and said plenty, but nobody has
know what? YouobThlatt®o jaunbtifit¥ oobudsr!@alyu ok
suppose | 6d have to say, AWell, do you

unambitious governor?0 Give me a break

You mentioned Bill Scott, the attorney general. There was a time leading up
to this when there was a lot of speculatn t hat hedd be runni
as well.

That is correct. And Bill and | talked about that. | had worked for him, and we

were friends. He had relied on me a great deal when | was in the attorney
general 6s of fi ce. [Iladmdechhimferdvhabhedid f or hi
as attorney general. He was really the first activist attorney general in lllinois
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history. Started all these other subsequent attorneys general down the road to
be activist attorneys generathink even he would not recoge the office

that it is today, where attorneys general go around suing every big company in
America, in conjunction with a posse of other attorneys general, forcing huge
nationwide settlements against banks and cigarette companies, and on and on
and on?

Basically, the definition of an attorney general is a governor in
waiting. Thatodés pretty SoWwetakedabo@titd Bi | |
He said, AYou canaotoad thisiswhat hesadtoyreu 6r e r u
AYou candét annountel ybddeedeaondedgwhet
run. o And | said, ABill, with al/|l resp

DePue: What ti meframe are we talking about? T

Thompson: Yeah. Now, the truth iisl| edamedi fl heohla
Bill Scott. He was a very popular politiciasuccessfuhttorney general,
known to every Republican county chairman in the state! | would have lost
that race, | suspect. Bualso knewone other thing about Scott; he did not
like tough elections. Do you remember when he was thinking about running
against Percy?

DePue: For the U.S. Senate seat?

Thompson: Yeah.In one day, in that potential race, he changed his mind three times. In
one day! And th®aily Newshad a big banner heaak that afternoon, that

said, fAGreat Scott! Heds I n, Heds Out,
Out . o Whatever it was. And | knew that
tough races, he didno6ét | i ke opposition
dondét know whether | would have given h
relish the idea down deep, | think, of running against me in a primary, even

t hough I 6m sure he would have beat me.

going to run for reelection. Am | was going to be the guy.

DePue: And | understand he declared that he would not be running for governor on
May 30, 1975.

Thompson: Mm-hmm.
DePue: When did you announce?

Thompson: | announced, what was it, July first?

91n 2003, a Madison County judge issued a $10.1 billion judgment against Philip Mdrice would have
forced he company to post a bond for the full amount in order to appeal the decision. The firm hired Thompson
to lobby for a bill to reduce the bond téement
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:
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July first eens the date | 6ve s

July first, yeah.

What were your ambitions at that time? Strictly focused on governorship?
Absolutely.

Or did you have a bigger picture in mind?

There was no bigger picture. Governorship was a pretty bigrgi¢laughs)if
you ask me

So all those comments that you wrote in the yearbook many years ago?

Yeah, | know.Y eah, surgin the back of my mind, sureook, | was raised in

a generation where it was an admirable thing for a yousg to want to be
president of the United States. That was the culture, okay, and | was part of
that. But on July 1, 1975, that was not my thought.

Was there a Republican Party central committee meeting wherggreu
slated officially? Did it workhat way for the Republicans?

And | di
even r el

No, it did not work that way.
political candidatel mean,wé ( | aughs) | donoét
the organization thet the beginning it was all volunteers, | thinktil |
made my first hire, which was Dave Gilbert to be press secretary. But we went

and rented a room at the Intercontinental Hotel to make the announcement,

and we saw the pictures on television that night. We had rented a room that

had zebra stripe wiglper! (DePue laughs) And it was the worst possible
background for an announcement picture
how napve we were, you know? | mean, t
goddamned wallpaper! (DePue laughs) How could wsiplysbe in the room

with that wallpaper? | need help!

Well, Governor, this was the seventies,&nd

Yeah, | know But, gee, you looédat that picture, you were looking at the
wallpaper, not at the candidate.

Why did you think you were going to be a good goverMge?6 ve t al ked
about that a little bit, but what qualities and attributes were you going to be
able to bring to the job?

First, because | was a good U.S. attorfidnere were a lot of swingver

gualities between a job like U.S. attorney and governor. | had a very, very

deep feeling about clean and honest governmmeatt ur al | y felt,t hat 6 s
butthatwasalsoa swingoverfrom the prosecutorial jobs | had hefh
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strong law enforcement fdhe stateof lllinois was a big thing with mesven
during the time | was teaching at the law schant] it was one of the things |
ran on; obviously, it was a strength.

| alsothought that the political process in Springfield had just become
ensnaredh hostility between the governor and the General Assembly. Walker
was getting opposition in his own part
reason with people. | can talk to people. | can come to agreement with people.
| 6m a c¢ ons e nhtlcauld gringygood, Istronglpeoplegto
government, because | had done that in every job | had held previously.

Would it be fair to say a-197%thatyou poi nt
anticipated youdd be running against L

That was the early thought, yeah, abso
Walker, because Howlett came later. Have I told you the story about the
lunches with Howlett, Bauer, and Marshall Korshak?

No.

Oh, okay. | 6 mll BduerSwho waat 1nyoboss, and laterBjudge,

was an old friend of Miktlo wl et t 6 s, because Mi ke How
both parties. And Howlettdés closest fr

South Side Chicago Democthtathad been in the legislatuaed had been

city treasurerhe was a smart guy, had a good law practice. His brother,
Sidney, was out in Los Angeles represe
these guys would have lunch once a month at the Standard Club, where

Marshall was a member.n® day, Bauer brought me algragndl was the

young kid at the table. These guys were veteran politidi&@®ier in DuPage

County, Korshak in the city, Howlett statewid@andthe lunches consisted of

their telling old political stories to one another ande.

For me, this was fascinating! | must have sat there -opeuthed the
entirelunchl  pr o b a b | Thesd guyk wérea goal ahtey were like
political raconteurs. And they sort of adopted me, so | was told to come back
to | unch, e a avheretKorshak,andaowdett gohtaknodvsne.
Hadno6ét known me before that, and | did
clear, | forget when this was, that | was thinking of running for governor,
Marshall said he would support me. Now here, Chicago city Demddilet
Howl ettds best friend, says heds going
taken by that, as you might suspect.

But at the time, thatodéds because youbd
Correct.

Who was thewould it be fairto sayd
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Who neither of those guys liked, yeah.
€ the mortal enemy 6f

Both d them.

€ Richard J. Daley?

Yeah, and Howletand Korshak. So | announdéhave little or no money. So

|l 6ve got mostly volunteers. | do have
then.

Jim Fletcher.

Yeah.

Who became your campaign manager?

Yes. Although he had never managed a campaign. fButuose, that never

did bother Fletcher, so igdgtolmkeimgowat bot h
campaign managenyway. The candidate always is. The candidate knows

better than anybody else. (laughs) So | get this headquarters in the old First
NationalBank building in Chicago, up on the second floor, lookingaver

Dearborn and Monro®ut | have no moey for anything. Lou Kaspewho at

that time was the Chicago Republican city chairtnaame out of the Polish

community, back when ethnic politics weestill importand had a bunch of

volunteers come and print sigasd put them up in the windows. We had no

furniture, no equipment.

Somehow, that word got back to Howlett. He called me up, and he

said, fAJim, you want someaftensfPoré¢ F£a
AYeah! o dAll right, a truck will <c¢come
secondhand furniture, and he tol-land he guy
furniture, and send it over to Thompso

Mike HowlettJrd who just died had a typewriter business, so he sent over a
bunch of typewriters, and we were in busin€&smy ultimate opponent and
his son furnished my first campaign headquarters.

Smaltworld, politics.

Yeah, butitwas good,ydunow? And | dondt think 1in
followed, | ever said a bad word about Mike Howlett. If | said any bad words,
they were about Rich Daley, and Chicago Democrats controlling the State of

l'l'linois. Yes, | 6m sur ehedlwasani d many of
downstate Il linois. | 6d fl og the Chica
worth, but not my opponent, because in the end, Mike destroyed himself, |
didndédt have to. And | wouldndét have.
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To a certain extent, eofleimgidstagenedt have t
government, so you didno6ét have that di
process.

Right.

Was that a concern for you?

Not for me, no. (laughs) 1t was a conc
Within your camp, or the opposition camp?

Not the opposition. They never really
know anything about government. It would be hard to do that, because their

party was screwing up government in Springfielchatttmet hat woul dnot
have carried very far. (DePue laughs) But | remember talking to the editor of
theDecatur Herald & Reviewnce, in retrospegcafter | went in there for an

editorial board meetingdle s ai d, A Y o uweleasgreen aslgopose, Yy o U
shit @aughte) Meaning, | didndt know a godda
lllinois beyond Chicago, or state government, or how it worked, or nothing.

All'l knew was, | could do it. So, | learned.

| got a$9,000contribution from Gaylord Donnelley, wiran the
Donnelley Printing Company here in Chicago, to hire somebody to write
position papers for me on various aspects of state government and state issues.
| got Gary Starkman, who had been an assistant U.S. attorney under me and
head of my appellate\dsion, who was a hell of a writer, very smart, to do
that.He started familiarizing me with the issues in Springfield, who was for
what and what was it about, and what were the issues in the state of Illinois at
large? | gradually started to learn, b only way youeally learned was to
go out and around the state of lllinois, and both present yourself and make
clear the qualities that you thought you would bring to government, whether
consciouly or unconsciouy, just by people seeing you aligtening to you.

But at the same timgpuwerel i st ening to them. And
shy about telling you what Rockford needed, what Bloomington needed, and
what Springfield needed; what the issues of the day were, why they were
important.Y ou talked tahe roadbuilders, by God, you ended up believing
you were going to be a rodmlilding governor, because if you look at the
hi story of the state of 1Illinois, that
isswebve got rail r oad sevenwayhadeirpgribut wat er v
from the beginning, and still today, roaéfsrmto-market roads, when times
weretoughandt hey coul dndét af ftwasanlypavedinto!l vy p a:
town, when you went in with your loaded wagon of grain, and unpaveaf ou
town, when your wagon was empty. | mean, you learned all those sténés.
going downstate, you had to go down there by road most of theQimse.in
a while, |l ater in the campaign, Il 6d ha
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when you got outfathe airplane and went around that area, you had to be on

the roadsPeople would tell you what they needed, and epéaige needed
road improvements.

Was one of those people Bill Cellini?

Not really. No.

| mention him because dfi¢ Asphalt Association.

I don
Count
t hat .

ot
y

R

Bu

t
e
t

hi nk | Cebiniwntill visitecctlee Sangjaenone d B i
publican organization the
during the Ctamwasgtéar®@arddlot i

| did want to ask you abotihancial challengesecausé& sounds like you
have to start on a shoestring, almost everybody would.

|
fi
I

Correct.There were certainly challenges. Everybody assumed that | was going

to be running agai s t

an i

ncumbent

governor ,

builders were rushing out to meet me until they knew where the land lay,

right?

Right. And an incumbent governor, would you agree, that had the reputation
of being a very good campaigner?

Yeah. And if it was not going to be an incumbent governor, it was going to be
the most popular politician in the state of lllinois, so either one would have
been a big challeng&eah, the traditional big party suppor@rthe interest
groups, the roaduilders, et cete@ hung back, as they should have, in that
potenti al
real people, you know, average people. | suspect that a lot of those gave
because they thought | had been a good U.&naty and put the crooks in
jail. They liked that, and so they liked me.

threew a y

Wh e n
July first.

Same day.

di

d

you

resi

So

gn

I had to

from your

rely

u.

S.

Yeah.We scrimped along on that kind of money. And then some money from
people who want to be on both sides in a political campaign would come in. |
think my earliest meeting with an interest graugsthe nursing home people.
They had always been on both sides in political campaigns. | met with them,
and we agreed on whatlgic policy should be with regard to nursing homes
and nursing home reimbursement. | learned that lesson real quick, so | got
some money from them. And then there was a group of Chicago business guys
who admired me, and that | had met during the courbeinfy U.S. attorney.
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Remember, after | resigned as U.S. attorney, | went to work part time for
Winston & Strawn. The chairman of Winston & Strawn, Tommy Reynolds,
was a very big, popular, powerful guy in the Chicago business community.
And he had all thes€EO friends. He held fundraisers for me in his backyard.
Then one of his other CEO friends would hold a fundraiser for me in his
backyardSo | got introduced to that community and raised some money
there.

DePue: Was Percy the most prominent Republicathm state at the time?

Thompson: Yeah, Percy and Scott.

DePue: Did either one of them weigh in, in helping you?

Thompson: No. No, it was Reynolds and his CEO friends.

DePue: Why did Winston & Strawn want to bring you on board, even though they
knewthatpu really werenét going to be the
them?

Thompson: I think they were befriending a future
join the law firm. So they had atWioer ; t hey coul dndét | ose
to be their partneqr | was going to be the governor whom they had helped.

So thatodés pretty simple. | $,60Hember th

which at that time, was a lot of money! | was shocked, okay? But then | got
contributions from two rather famous people wiveeht to see. First was

Cl ement Stone. |l had met hi m, I think,
him, and | dondot r eme mbmybe$s0l0G0Anhe gave
enor mous sum. Didnét ask me for anythi

started MbaDmetlhirh sbdesvherSo | went to him and asked
for a contribution. And this was hard for me, asking people for money. It was
just hard for mgit was jwst the antithesis of anything | had ever done up to

that time, you know? Guys who put peop
money. But | had to do it. | didnodét ha
And | was the new kid on the block, so pedmdel to know me personally.

Peopl e want to be asked, right? 1tds a

the morning and decide theydre going t

| went to see Ray Kroc, and he 1|ike
| 6w | |l ing to do idhswiledfihgo®ut &ihnd wme Jb aao
make any more political contributions,
contributionsto NixonHi s wi f e at that time said, I
political contri bhemioNsudVYeugdongbunee

10 A $1,000 contribution in 1975 is equivalent to $4,400 in 2014; $50,000 is equivalent to $22200@.in
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Inflation Calculator, http://data.bls.gebiogipicalc.pl.lllinois did not have
limits on individual contributions to candidates until 2011. Stone had founded the Combined Insurance
Company of America, which latenerged with Ryan Insurance Group to form Aon.
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DePue:

Thompson:

itdéds got nothing to do with politics. o
and meet Joan, and only if she approved could he contribute to me. They lived

on Lake Shore Drive, here in Chicag@ame to dinner, and apgently | was

on my best behavior, because she apprddectontributed to me, and I think

he gave m&50,000

So then money begets mond@ye staff, which had grown by this
time, had a ritual. They would give me a list of people | needed to call to ask
for money, and they wanted me to sit down at the telephone and make the
calls those wereny instructions. And they had twenty people on the list.
That s what they still do today, they
give him a phkoeney oaunrd csaayl,s .fioMawel | , | d
The notion of my asking people for money, it just still bothered me. It was
awkward. In that regard, | was still shy. Itried acougtell j ust coul dn«
it. So | developednthit®enmnusddl kdarwait
course, everybodydés out to lunch. (DefF
report back to my handlersk&000 A Ah, everybody was out
a message. o0 Well, about two dpws of th
somebody in a room with me, as the enforcer, and we started the calls at
10:00Q (laughs)

Who was the fitheyd youdre talking abou

Oh, I dondt know. Somebody on my staff
Eventually | got more and more comfdita, because you needed to raise a lot

of money to run statewide in lllinois, and as people got to know me around the

state, it got a little easier. People would tell people, or people who had

contributed to me would go ask other people for money of dtguaintance,

and we started holding fundraisers around the state. And then Kim Fox came
aboardNo, | take that bagkshe came latéf- | forget who the treasurer of

Citizens for Thompson was. Reynolds was the chairman of Citizens for

Thompson; Jim Beref Borg-Warner was the finance chairmamdwe had
somebody, the treasurer, who was the g
calls too, and whoo6éd put the fundraisi

But there was one point during the summed/éf, that we were
literally a week away from having no money. This was right in the midst of
the campaign, and by this time | was running against Howlett. So it was tough
to raise money against Howlett, because nobody hated him like they did
Walker. Everybodyhought he was going to be the next goverSorapart
from my friends and from small donations, we were a week away from
running out of money. And that morning, | had breakfast with a guy who had
been a special assistant attorney general under Scott.dHae alzarge of

She joined Thomps on 6May19¢/dbeoreaakingaoder naagament of Citedng fori n
Thompson in 1983-or insight into advance work and fundraising, see Kim Blackwell Fox, interview bg Mik
Czaplicki July 14, 2014.
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enforcing the inheritance t ax. | donodt
regular assistant attorney general. He had a company that he used to collect

the inheritance tgxandScott gave him the title of special assistant, just to

give him some government formality. | had known him when | was in the

AG6s office. And he said, AWhatoés the
Al dm about a week away from having to
peopl ele oddi d, A Wel lo,f Itdlalt .tbake car

He pulled out his checkbook, and he wrote a check that tided me over
till August, when the first polls came out. And there were thFeere was my
poll, which showed me winning by twent
bullshit,t hat 6 s T h o rilpes themebvas thedun®® s pol |, whi ¢

showed me winning by twenty points. Well, some believers perked up at that

one. And t hen Jnwhmyc hCarhteeyr @ sn cpouldle,d t h
guestion along with the Carter questidmpwed me winning by twenty points.

Then | had more friends than | knew what to do wirePue laughghenthe
moneypouredin! The roadbuilders suddenly discovered me. And what do

you know? | was going to be a great roads governor, | assured therh of tha

And the nursing home folks came back in full force. And all the other crazy

interest groups in the state that | would later have to deal with as governor. So

at the end, three months before the election, we had enough money to

compete. And by that timéjowlett had destroyed himself as a candidate.

| dondt want to get too far ahead. Webo
campaign, i f you dondét mind.

Okay.

| dondédt think you told me t hwrimmame of
that critical moment.

And |1 6m trying to remember his name. I
That s something we can get into the t

All I remember now is that after | became governor, there was a bill to abolish
theinheritance tax, which | signed, which put him out of business.

Go back to the beginning days of the campaitmuu 6 ve menti oned gL
few of these names already, but putting together a staff is going to be one of

the cruci al t mi ngs youbve got to d
Right.

Youbve mentioned that David Gilbert wa
Yeah.
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And 1 6ve heard his side of the story,
|l dondt Kknow ,$owhateverehe gpid is the story.me
ltds the gospel truth, then.

|l tds the Fdegmgdlert rcatme. from my wife. FI
school classmate.

As you get to each one of these, can you give me a little bit of a thumbnail
sketch of their personality, amehy they were important to you?

Oh, yeah.
So weol | start with Gilbert.

Gilbert knew was the predde was the transportation editor of tBkicago

Tribune So working even in that sort of smaller section offitibung h e 6 s a
gregarious guy, and he knows all these reporters, not only frofirithene

but from theSurTimesand theDaily News radio and televisionThey know

each otheri t adraternity. And he looked to me to be a smart, capable guy;

he understood the presss A.S. attorney, | had never needed to understand

the press. They loved me, because | provided great Bopyow they were

going to look at me in a different way, as a candidate for goveBagrou

need a press secretary who understands them andlIdhe tdndidate why
theydre |l ooking at him in a different
different way, and what he has to do in response to take advantage of what

they offer. Free publicityandyou get your message out. So that was

i mport antwhyt thaet &vas the first hire. But
got to me, who recommended him.

How would you describe Jim Fletcher?

Fletch? |1 didndét know Fletch. Jim FIl et
And one day, sheandlweréedi i ng here and ruminating
a campaign manager. And frankhd li dknmbdaw any body . Il di dn

anybody in the state Republican Pattgagine the nerve of beginning your

political careemsgovernor, rather than as precinct committeeman. | mean,
thatdos pretty bold. Thatds one adjectd.i
be others, but it was pretty bold, start your political caaeéne top. But |

didndét know any Republican operatives,
committeemen in the city of Chicago and my own alderr8arit was Jayne

who suggested that | ought to talk to Fletcher. She regarded him as a smart

guy interested in politicd hat was her recollection. We found him, |
interviewed him, and he decided hedod t
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Even though he had never run a political campaign, but | said that was all
right, neither had We were starting out togeth®.

DePue Did he know at the time that thatos th
out?

Thompson: I dondét think he did. I dondét think he
a smart guy.

DePue: | t 6 s nineto-five jab.

Thompson: No, | know.
DePue: And he was up to the task?

Thompson: He was up to the task. He was a very good campaign manager. He did very
well. Of course, a campaign manager for me in that election, at the end,
wasnot as hard as it was | ookigsg to be
went through the summer 6f6.

DePue: Did the two of you generally agree strategy?
Thompson: Oh, yeah.
DePue: Did you have your moments?

Thompson: Not really, no. | left the nuts and bolts to him and the people he Qitkdr
people came aboardim Skilbeck came on. Skilbeck came on first as an
assistant press secretary, but soon morphed into advance man, stagecratft,
witchcraft, everything! (laughs) If you wanted an event staged, you got
Skilbeck, no matter what his titte wash e r e wa s advdnceananbre t t er
the world. And | had good advance people, | had a lot of volunteer advance
people. Clem Stone lent me his political guy who knew advance work, and he
took all my volunteer advance people, like Baises he recounted in his first
interview, which | just listened ® and put them together in a cohesive group,
statewide, and ran sort of advanceman school for them. In fact, he even
wrote a book for therk®

The book later leaked to the press, and that was embarrassing for a
day, because it had all the stagecraft in there, the tricks of the trade for an
advance man: How to build a crowd, how to get a good venue, how to make
sure the microphones are workingaw6s goi ng tdallthatt r oduc e

2For Fletcherods account of his hiring, seeHddlsm Fl et ch
recounts the critical role played by political consultant Doug Bailey in developing campaign strategy and
teachingFletcher how to managecampaign

13 Gregory Baise, interview by Mark DePue, August 6, 2013.
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That the public never even thinks about.

No. Uhuh. The only people whamieract with the advance man are the

political pros, or the people in charge of the local evEime. advance man
appears, they get together, and they plot it out. So Skilby went from assistant
press secretary to sort of the jack of all trades of the cgmpaut his chief
function, and it remained so till | left officevas my chief advance man.

Who was doing the scheduling?

Oh, gosh, Therewerea bunck of pesple in there that were the
heart and soul of the campaign, butfor year s | ater itods
name to a particular function, except some of them.

| alsowantedto ask youaboutthe public relations firmor maybe the
advertising agengyBailey Deardourff?

They wer endt an thaydwere ateamgsaipartgershig that rary ,
the advertising part of the politic
them, because they were expensive.
going broke in August. But they were the best in the couatsolutelythe

best in the country. That was their
campaigns at the same time, so they
t h e bedndnd out. But they were smart, they were good; not only in doing

the commerails, which was their first functién
Radio and TV commercials?

Radio and TV commercials. But in plotting the strategy of the campaign; they
were part of that as well. And polling. | mean, they were the complete
package, and they were prd$iey were goodandl listened to them.

A lot of campaigns always can point to somebody who is the numbers guy,
who understands all the precincts and how tireyak Republican or
Democrat, et cetera. Did you have anybody like that?

We didnot have that. No.

So that was Bailey Cdourff?

No.We di dndét have t hat induofinshcampaigntven e
had a lot of volunteers around the state of lllinois, and volunteers beget
volunteers. But Bailey Deardourff were in charge of advertising, writing the

14 Tom Norton was the scheduler.
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Thompson:
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commerdals, filming the commercials, doing the polling throdgtihey had a
pollster by the name of Bob Teeter, so it was a Bailey, Deardourff,

Teeter. Teeter did the polls. Bailey and Deardourff were the puppet masters of
the campaign, making sure all pausactioned, working with Fletcher.

You mentioned that they brought a lot to the table as far as developing
strategy.

Yeah, sure.
What was the strategy?

The overall strategy was to get me as familiar as possible, as fasssible,

with the issues of the campaign and the challenges | would face as governor of
lllinois and campaigning, on the one haAdd on the other hand, keep me

the person | was, as opposed to the person Howlett was, so that the voters
would draw the ontrast. But that was all in line with my thinkiagd

FIl etcherds thinking. So after a while
of Bail ey Deardourff saying, AYou do t
consensually, once we got into a working rhythrthwihem. And they did all

of my campaigns.

In fact, Bailey wrote my inaugural address. And Bailey wrote my first

State of theState, with some additions and deletions by basically, the two
documents were his. And |Sidtedfth@aever f or
State which was, AThe | ong war between t
Assembly is over.o0 A thunderous standi

was the antWalker[mood]. These guys were clever guys, they were really

good at what they didhey had achieved success in other elections around the
country, they were the best you had in the country, and | was lucky to have

them four times. Now, by the second campaign, | was writing my own
commercialsor as it startedo bédefyibldmgd v ea me
rewriting it. And as we went on, | would originate the commercial script,

because | was getting good at commercials. It was a seamless effort, it really

was.

Going backto strategy, the conventional wisdom is that you diade up the
state geographically into three parts: Chicago, the suburbs, and downstate.

Yeah, generically thatdés true, but you
the basis of your campaign bechngse you
in Chicago, saying another thing in the suburbs, and another thing in
downstate, and vy oS%dudlysvhbileyoudaremakerthata s k e d
generalization about the state of lllindi€hicagesuburbsdownstaté i t 6 s

really more than that. For exampleestern lllinois, culturally and politically,

is not like the rest of downstaiet 6 s no't |l i ke eastern 1|11
southern lllinois  wastérs lllinois. And within western lllinois, there are
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subsets of municipalities and rural areas tfaate different issues than their
neighbors in western IIlIlinois. It

O
(2]
o]

Al ot of people dondt even understan
Chicagoans think southern lllinois is right outside the Gtuthernllinois
people will saymaybe southern lIllinois begins at Carbondale, where the
airport sign says, fAWelcome to souther
theyoll dispute where the real souther
south of Carbondalds | learned in m AG days, going down with the White
Hats, attitudes and beliefs and cultural ideas in Cairo, in the adjoining
counties, are a hell of a lot different than anyplace else in downstate lllinois.

But i1 f thereds somethingey hahés youeér s
putting together a campaign | ike this
time.

Right.

So part of the strategy is, where are you going to spend your time?

Absolutely. And for me, it was goingtobedownstttad t o be. That

0
where | was least knowandt hat 6 s where people really
know you personaltythey wanted to see you, they wanted to touch you, they
wanted to understand you. Now, weodre n
youbve gotsliteep in peoplebdbs basement s
voting for you.

Retail politics.

That s beyond retail politics. Thatos
far behind in that regard. do®bt kdvoe o
whet her 1 6d be for him or not. o But th

that downstate than there is in Chicago. And certainly more of that in rural

areas than there is in subur@®.course, when you layer on top of that the

needs opeople, the needs are sometimes common:doads at 6 s a st at e
need roads and city streets. But even within that subset, people in western

1Tl inois believe that the rest of the

| used to | okavestemdlsl iinnoitsh,e twhaattedrs ihn
believe: All their gas tax money is sent up to Chicago. And as much as |
would try to say,,ORAeyudi tdgpottbeytthkat

attitude, HAWells, iln dsocnhéoto | h,a vie daonnyd tk icda
AMy kids have graduated. o0 AMy kids are
kids. o So 1 6d have to say, ADo you wan

person? You know, a lot of these things which sound gotiteiabstract,
when you get them out there to apply in the real world, you find so many
different responses. There are some things that everybody will agnemads
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DePue:
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Thompson:

DePue:
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andpublic safety seniorcitizens will generally agree on what senior citizens
needandwant ButGod, t hereds so much diversity
And youbve got to be attuned to that,
percent of your time as governor listening.

Most everybody |1 6ve tal kedonthat,ambout vVyo
that you were a very quick student. If somebody had to brief you up before

you had to make comments or a presentation someplace, you were a quick

study.

Well, thatdés part of the mystique, and
|l guess | am. | can take a briefing pa
And the longer you serve, the sharper your institdssially your instincts are

what at least lead you into the problem and its eventual sqalatnolyou get

better at tht. | find myself today in the law firm talking to a young associate,
whoods perhaps i n .lidewsll bfing e arprolylegenad , si xt h
web Istart talking about it. And afterfiftf i ve year s, | 6ve got
some of these things, amg get right quickly to both the issue and its

contours, and to an eventual solution. | can get there faster than he can.

One of the things we havenodt talked ab
philosophy. How would you describe yourself in 1975 a@id6l in terms of a
political philosophy?

Probably didnét have one.

Let me break it down in a way that sometimes people break it down today
(Thompson | aughs) and | etdés start with

Oh, that és al lave any igaaofffisead issuesGrbddi6.d wadt h
introducing myself to the state! They were introducing themselves to me. |
was listening to their problems and issues and questions. Nobody was asking
me about my philosophy back @5, 676. That came later

Wasnoét part of introducing yourself go
across the state?

Sure!

Didnét they ask those kinds of questio
No.

They didnét?

No. Youw do to Rockfordandt h ey 6 d s aeyyou gding/to get Route
51 done?o0

202



James Thompson Interview #IST-A-L-2013054.06

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:
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DePue:
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Didnét they ask you your position on a

Sure, they did.

Well, |l etds take that approach, then.
They didndét ask whether | wasnt@onser va
no, no, noTh a t came | ater, and it di dnot cor
from editorial boards, it came from academiags o t academi cs, t ha

right word butfrom panel discussions, from intervieWdhe interviewer

woul d s ay ,wodldyauwescribegourself? Are you conservative or

a |iberal? Some people have called you
| abels dondt really mean anything, unl
by that time, | had my routine

Thiswas later on in your governorship?
Yeah.

Is this a way of saying that, boy, have things changed in American politics
since you were first running for governor?

Oh, yeahabsolutely No question about that. | mean, you see Eaator
defeated because he wasndt conservatiyv

wasnot crazy enough, not whether he wa
conservative® So my response would always B&gll me what the issue is,

and | 6lwhettehlelr ylobum conservativeoor | ib
|l f the issue is | aw enforcement, | 6m c
conservative. I f the issue is peopl eds
Soci al i ssues . ,ssluéem,!| iler xlo.n skirsyadali vie .
i ssues, |l 6m conservative. Thatodés me. &
conservative.

What were the issues of the campaign?

Herebs the i ssues of :Rebtpkwareatimgpdhe gn, as
fight in Springfield, and the issue was, do you want Jim Thompson or Mike
Howlett? That was the issue, statewide. A lot of local issues. | remember

being dragged into a group of people who were opposed to the Crosstown
Expresswayn Chicagg and theywanted to know what my position was, and

by God, they were going to get the answer out of me. Meeting on the West

Side of the city, | think. I listened to their arguments against it, and | knew

what the arguments were for it from the press and the cigrelwas a

bl ackboard wup i n front, and | said, iV
Expressway. o And | wrote, fANo. 0O Big ch
“Reference to political newcomer Dave Bratds shocking
|l eader, in the 2014 Republican primary election for \
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you would mark yourself

Oryou go downstate, Danvilleshere thebig issuewas theVermilion
River. Could it be dammedr should it be fredlowing? This was an
environmental versus commercial. So | get put down tlaadSkilbeck, the
master of stagecraft, has got me in a
flatbed tr uck apaddle dowrt thgermiliohtadnswerthed m t
guestionWould the Middle Fork of th&/ermilion River be wild and free
flowing forever, or couldfoudam it up for the commercial intere®tsvas
there to give my decision, and | <coul d
experiencing it firsthand, the frélwing Vermilion River, in a canog®

Two things:After we got about twenty feet down the river, yloeing
kid who was with me in the candesince nobody was foolish enough to put
meinacanoebymysélfs ai d, eAiNoudrng the paddle w
(laughter) And thereds the press up th
showedmeThen we were going down the river

¥Thompsonds schedule has Rimrtali mng tMaiys 2@Spl1®FIG . aFd |
proponents of the dam, including the Vermilion County Conservation District board of trustees and Danville

mayor Dave Palmer. Anour later, he paddled with dam opponents to Saddle Barn on the Hill, where they

presented their case. The trip was important for another reason: onedainttopponents Thompson met was

Mike Witte, a graduate student at the University of Illinois, who Thomjeentapped to be his first director

of conservationthisa 8Weénhepsheedbigagi péd it and was th

also ended up favorably impressed by thedodme gover nor. Going into the even
Republican who doesnd6t know anythkirnppedmoutn Gdowmntoat e
worn a suit his whol e | iCE@SenepAdnenwsortine cago. 06 Mi chael Wi

http://adnewsonline.com/ceseriesmichaelwitte-ceo-of-alphagraphics/. Photo from Thompson Office Files.
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i s about four inches deep, and |1 6m t hi
Skilbed! The wild, freeflowing VermilionRi v e r ! (l aughs) 1tods
puddl e, is what it is! | mean, who are
enough water i f you dammed it wup, righ

Vermilion, andthis was the Middle ForkSo | got to the end of my canoe ride.
| announced that the Middle Fork of tiermilion River should remain free
flowing and wild forever, and thatods w

How did that play inée

To the few environmentalists who wantedtthibat was fine. Most of the

townspeople thought that was ridiculous, because they had lived with and

used thé/ermilion River; theyknew better. | once did the same thing on the

Fox River when | was governor. The environmentalists wanted bicycle paths

along the Fox River out there in Kane County. And it was a big cause célebre.

Only problem was, their proposed bicycle pathsranrightao s s peopl eds
backyards, sbwasin a canoe going down the Fox River to observe where

bicycle pathswouldgdher eéds a young Kildwéaaseindg t hi
trusted to paddle anymdyeand it later turned out to be Richard Roeper, now

a famous columnisof theChicago SufiTimes he has taken over Roger

Ebertdés spot as movie critic. He al so
opposition to what the environmentalists wanted, | Said,b s o hai.t el y
Wedbre not having bicycl e adstThisgkofr unni ng
all the trouble that could bringgThat was another Skilbeedtaged event. But

really, really, the dominant issue in the first campaign was Thompson versus
Howlett, and what that represented, and an end to the Walker days.

Now, funny enoul, when Walker was defeated in the primary, he sent
all his people over to my campaign. That was his revenge on Daley. (DePue
laughs) So Victor deGrazia, the evil genius of the Walker campaign, came
over to see me and sai d,youiiaDktlkeycan our g u
be very helpful.o And they were. They
Actually physically rolling up their sleeves and helping you in the campaign?

Yeah, absolutely. Absolutely. Helping the campaign, working precincts,
raising money. You befThey were going to have their revenge on Richard
Daley.

Youdbre going to have to tolerate a few
through these fairly quickly probably, unless you want to dwell on them a
little bit more. The economy at the tim&s not doing the best.

No.
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National unemployment was 7.7 percent, state rate was about 6 percent, so we
were doing a Ilittle bit better. Thatos
sixes. So jobs and economic development are péneagsus, | would think.

They were.
What were you saying about that?

| said lllinois had to get stronger and healthier, and the way to do that was to
have tight fiscal management of the state.

A balanced budget?

A balanced budget. Well, the state con

Right.
And we had to play to the economic strengths of the state: our roads, our

waterways, our airports, our utiliti@selectrical, telephoneved i d n 6 t
Internet then.

have

Was that during a time when nuclear power plants were being built?

Yeah, that became an issue. There was a determined minority in lllinois that

di dndot want anything to do witlfh nucl ea
rea | | correctly, in the end | said, AHe
power we can get. Power is important because it supports all the other

economic strengths of the state. o So t

the economy, but they were fisecommon in every area of the state.
Part of the fiscal picture is always going to be revenue and taxes.

Right.

Were you making any definitive statements in reference to taxes?
No.

| 6m sure peopltéhatwer e aski abou

ng
| announced at the very beginning that | was running-pramise campaign

andi stuck to that. And in the end, It
to a personality contest between me and Mike Howlett, and how the press
descriptims of Howlett changed during the course of the campdidnie he

was widely regarded at the beginningecause the press had grown up with

Mike Howlett as secretary of state, and he was a good fellowfeliailv-

well-me® by the end of the campaign, he helalienated the press that he
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sort of destroyed himselfhe depiction of him in the press just changed
radically. He wrote the press off, so they wrote him off. All to my benefit.

Oncrimeand puni shment, | 6m sur eckgbpend ause o
that you were running strong.

Yeah, and you di djpéopleassameditt o really sa
Were you coming out in favor of the death penalty? Was that an issue?

I donot think that wa s ava said atshe time | And i
was in favor of it.

How about gun control?

That was never an issue. | took hold of that one early. We were out one day in
some area west of Chicago, some small town somewhere, and | saw a firing
range Westopped baroweda gun and fired off a few shots just for the hell

of it.

Handgun or a rifle?

Handgun. Look, | grew up in the era when every boy had a cowboy set, two

cap guns in a holster, and you wore th
myparemt s werenét the kind who were sayi:r
guns Wednte getting him any guns. 0 So | s
And | forget what photographer was traveling with us that tagight have

been Ferguson.

A campaig photographer?

Yeah. | s aildm gDkinlgbyt o get wup to this
You tell him to get about ten feet in
did. The picture was from the other end of the bagrel saw me with the
gun, like this. Well, thapicture went statewide. And there were no gun

control advocates then, but that picture went statewide!l | t el | you wlt
it. | did it because | wanted to make sure that the people of downstate lllinois
didndot think | was s diowasgngiatgkeagvay f r on
their guns. And when that picture hit downstate, you could just see the
reaction, people talking about it. A Oh
gun, thatbés pretty cool .0 It was a ver

to say a word. And | never did say a word. | just let the picture do the talking.
| remember that, and | remember because it was my idea! (laughter)

Youbve been critical of s ome dof Skil be
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Thompson: Oh , | cwagna@&tal of Skilbeckds ideas, [
and look at the river and come back upand mak@ myp , no, no, | OV e
get in the canoe.

DePue: | wanted to ask you aboatcouple of sociabsueghat were playing at the
time. EquaRights Amendment.

Thompson: Oh, God!

DePue: It had passed Congress in 1972, so it immediately went out to the states.
Youdve (go t-eightstatgseotratify it lilimois gefeated it in the
legislature and | 6ve hear d s otwasdefeateccevegys t i n g
year afterl972 partly because the lllinois state constitution said they had to
have 60 percent for any kind of an amendmahthe time thatmeant state
amendments, but they applied that to the federal amendments a5 well.

Thompsm: Yeah, | know. (sighs) ERA was the bane of my existence for a while. And it
was all so unnecessary, and it was all so fake. Look, people knew from the
beginning that | was in favor of the Equal Rights Amendment. | mean, how
could you not be in favor ohe Equal Rights Amendment? All it said was that
men and women had equal rights. Now, | always thought, A, as a person, that
was selevident, and as a lawyer, the Fourteenth Amendment said equal
protection, right? That 6s ERA?I you need

DePue: It is also a part of the lllinois state constitution of 1970.

Thompson: Yeah. So who needed an ERA? You had the Fourteenth Amendment and you
had the duplicate provision in the state constitution. Nevertheless, the
womenos gr ou pesERA akdy? Anad potitiaal opinidn in lllinois
was split very deeply. But in my first campaign, it was irrelevant. Never
became an i ssue. | 611 give you a symbo
Alton, held at the home of Phyllis Schlafly. Certainly nerid of ERA in
fact, one of the most vigorous campaigners against it. She was giving me this
fundraiser in her home, in Alton. One of her neighbors ran the ERA campaign
in lllinois. She attended the fundraiser. She parked her car, with the ERA
licensepht e, i n Phyllis Schlaflyds drivewa
women contributed, and both women supported me throughout the campaign.
Now, what better could you ask for than that? But in later years, oh my God!

DePue: How about the othdrot-buttonsocial issue of the last two or three decades,
abortion whichhad just become an issue because of the R®£S. Wade
decision.

Thompson: Yeah.

17.0n her regret for writing the thedifths provision into the Illinois House rules, see Ann Lousin, interview by
Mark DePue, October 8, 2013.
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DePue: Was that an issue in this campaign?
Thompson: In the first campaign?
DePue: Yeah.

Thompson: No. Later.But my position was clear from the outset. | was-gnoice. Had
always been. But what | said to the {life people was, if you can pass
through the legislature bills that are not unconstitutional by my reading of
Roev.Wade | 61 | si gn mhpesiion frétmthlie beéginreng. wa s
Thi s wasndét an issue in the fithest camp
legislature at that time wagay pro-life in both parties. So they passed these
blatantly unconstitutional statues.

A pattern developed h e yasgithege statutes by an overwhelming
margin. Theyo6d come to me, 106d veto th
saying why they were unconstitutional
Senateandmy veto would be overridden by the same overwhelming margin.

Then the prechoice people would go, usually the ACLU [American Civil
Liberties Union], to the federal district couatadsue that they were
unconstitutional. And after a hearirtgefederal district judge would decide
they were unconstitutional, citing nopinion.Result? Issue settled until the
next time, everybody happy. Why was everybody happy? Because tlife pro
people got their statutes passieavas only the governor and the evil federal
judge that stood in their way, but by God, they passed theenprechoice
people were happy because they won in the end.

DePue: Do you remember some of the constitutional issues that caused these to go
down? Anything in particular?

Thompson: No, the real issue was whether in lighiRdev. Wadeand its reasoningou
could do these things.

DePue: This is getting ahead of the story on my side as well, but having just talked to
Michael Bakalis, who you ran againstdf8, he boiled it down to an issoé
whether or not the state or the federal government could pay for abokt®ns.
stated that he was opposed to that, and that you were fé# that.

Thompson: Well, | was for it for people who were too poor to pay, yeah.
DePue: Okay. But that was not an issue&¥6?

Thompson: No. There were no real issuesint.

18 Bakalis, June 1®014.
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DePue: You mentioned a few minutes ago that you were making the contrast between
yourself and HowlettBut earlierin our conversation today, you were making
the connection with Daley, that you weeally running against Daley running
the state.

Thompson: Correct. That was a big iIissue downstat
then, it certainly was; it was a very livewire issue downstate, and it was
particularly acute because
everybody downsta knew (| ( ‘ [ \
that Daley had forced Mike ‘

/:;::\\\(

Howlett to run when he

didndt want mm%%&é@ |
Daley had beaten Walker SAD THécTrlEFD k
with his candidate for | Y%)gﬁy%f%LDALEY
governorto get total | WILLRUN THE /
control of the state of | STATE-.
lllinois. *° Now, | think ;

that 6s a ver oy
S

and | played that to the hil * ;
because | wasndét going to campaign aga
never said a cross word about him. And the same from him.

DePue: He did no?

Thompson: No. But Daley was a good target. And the more Daley came after me, the
more | went afterim.He di dndét wunderstand that his
to backfire, even in the city of Chicago. Hell, I carried half the city of Chicago
in the election, | carried twentjve wards! Who are they kidding?

DePue: | 6m going t o bouwaotedtodinishthisghrtdithe e, but |
conversation on issues. Would you agree that the campaign was really more
about the image you were trying to portray, than the specific issues that were
being discussed?

Thompson: Sure.

DePue: Going back into the 1975 tirframe, was there a point in time you thought
you needed to lose some weight

Thompson: Sure. Everybody wants to look their best.

DePue: | read someplace you had to lose something like forty pounds.

19 Cartoon in Thompson Office Files.
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Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

|l didndédt have to, Batséodosdipgredbeessost
Pattersonwas a young banker just out of college who worked for
Amalgamated Bank in Chicagdhatwas my bank.

We might need to define fAbag boyo here

Travel aideThe guy who carries the bags. Anohe of them minded being

called fibag boy, o0 except the ®RHerrent b
fancies himself an Aassistant to the g
(l aughs) Hebds a travetl ailaeg Bacyh.edDhatr
Johbs notion. They were called bag boys
was the first.

Back when | didndot have a | ot of st
| got a campaign car from a friend of mine by the name of Frank Morrow,
whohadabigde!l er ship up in the north suburhb
locations. | think | got in one accident, and | had a near miss on nine or ten
others because | was preoccupied, as you might imagine. And | was driving
solo Bad idea! | was talking to Gene Heytowhavran Amalgamated Bank, a
friend of mine. And | said I6ivgeot t o0 get some more sta
drivingyourowncart hat 6 s crazy! o | said, Al kn
young guy | just hired outofcollege 6 m goi ng to gheve him
bal ance of the campaign. 06 That turned
became the first travel aide, bag boy. And he wasthe dierd r e goi ng

f
C
t

along one day, up the Kennedy, and he
does that sayuwocaAmdt |Iseeaitdhati?Z?Ydo He s ai
my contacts in, and | didnét bring any
drive and 10l I r e a drromn that dag forggands he worgl De P u e

his contactsHe and | went all over the state

He was also a physical fithess nut. | wanted to lose some waight
helived at McClurg, which is a housing facility over Streetervillein
Chicago. And he was a membditioe health club downstairs. He took me
over there. And | got this great iddashould take tennis lessons, be good for
me. So | went upstairs, and a guy hamed Max Davidson was the tennis pro up
there. We had one | essonyoaffrer nwiviec h
going to be a tennis player. | want you to go downstairs to the racquetball
courts. And i f you dondot tell anybody
anybody you tried and failed to | earn.

So | went down to the racqtlall courts. Patterson was a good
racquetball playeiHe taughime how to play racquetball, and then he put me
on a regimen, working outunning working on the weight machines,
working on the free weights, doing all kinds of exercises, and playing# lot
racquetball. And when we went to events where they were serving alcohol,

20 John Frier.
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somebody would come up t®urme, |IDd Yyhaw
Jack Daniels b6 d t a&red al 66d pbe standing there
Patterson would comeuptomend say, AExcuse me, sir,
youtedd take the glass, and | 6d never
event.

So under that regime, lots of racquetballen when we were on the
road, we brought the racquetball equipment with us. Aadrhed how to be a
B player. | had never been an athlete, not in grade school, not in high school,
not in college, never. I wasndét any go
racquetball, partly because I 6m tall,
playedit so much. It became like riding a bicycle; once you learn, you learn.
Wedd play al most every day. And that w
the state. | was probably 230, 236 w a sdonbditunddr thdt regime, |

went down to 190. And people started s ay , AAre you sick?
Because | was so thin! Ithoughth i s i s crazy, |l dondt wa
|l 6m sick. So |I went back upfyoulmok220, an

at my pictures from the first campaign, | look pretty good, kroow? And |
stayed that way, partly through my own willpower, but partly because of Dan.
He just kept me that way.

Remind me again, your height?

| was sixsix then. After being governor for fourteen years and being beaten
down by people,ra being old, probably about sigur now.

In terms of the early part of the campaign againgust 1975there was some

criticism in theChicago Daily Newsf you at the state fair versus Dan Walker

at the state faiif Wa |l ker s e | d o rpoinita &nétleer af thedam o n e
without shaking most of the hands in between. With 98 percent name
recognition, he can simply say, OHi, I
committing a politicalbod o o, wal king from the fairo
Republican tent witout gladhanding anyone, and with 55 percent name

recognition, most of it in the Chicago area, he cannot expect downstate fair
goers to stop and stare the way they d
| 6ve got a pictur e dbw,yoojusttoldlmeafevi e at
mi nutes ago that that wdospubhinkthieew you w
was a learning curve in terms of how to present yourself and how to campaign

early on?

Sure absolutely
Remember anything in term§that evolution, that kind of stands out?
It goes in fits and starts. | had a primary opponent, Richard Cooper, who

invented Weight Watchersle was a very successful business guy, and he
was a multimillionaire.
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Would he have beetharacterized as a conservative?

Yes. He would have been characterized as more conservative than | was. And

one day, we met at the same event; it was a pieradown near Decatult

was a famous picnic, because the theme was the pies thatahBepublican
housewi ves made and brought to the pic
it was known for. | was there, and | had a coat and tie on because | was

wearing a suit. And up rolls this big, long limousine, Richard Cooper coming
tothesameventHe gets out, ;dredshgds khedoaked
vest on, as | recall. And | took one look at him, and | thought, Oh, no, no, no,

no.

| took my coat ofd handed that off to Patterson, | gu@dsok my tie
down, rolled up my shirtsleeves,nd t hat 6s how we appear
platformt me dressed like thaf,ooperdressed as he was when he rolled in
with the limousine. We both made our speeches. | thought his first strike was
rolling up in this limousine to this basically farm crowd, bubis speech, in
an attempt to appear humorous, he wagged his finger at the audience and
tal ked about the fact that they shoul d
was from Weight Watchers, and you know
goingatthospi es. And | thinking, Oh, my C
there and decl ari that youdre a comn
t heme of this pic c is the pies, and
the piesandy o u 6 ve i n s ulho areoutithere eapng thegpliegas w
you spoke, implying that .Hégotynbhise f at !
limousine and drove away, and | stayed behind for a while. And as | saw his
car pull out, | saw the bumper sticker on the back of hislicera i d, @ Wei ght
Watchers are |l osers too, 0 and | though
was the end of Richard Cooper.

6 m
ng
ni

The only othestory abouRichardCooperwho afterwards became a
good friend of mine anid a nice guythere were some county ¢lmaan who
|l hadndt yet vi si Theedy 6edarclayl Ii nu pt haen dc asmap
Richard Cooper was just here, and he s
havendét heard from your guy, Thompson.
Cooper, who they never in tingvildest dreams would have endorsed.
(laughs)

Did you focus on Walker in the primary, and not Cooper?

No, I really didndét focus on Wal ker . I
and introduced myself to the state of lllinois. Becatigeu remember, at one

point when | was the candidate, | went down to Springfield to try and help

Walker on his education hilHe vetoed some funding out of education to hold

the |ine fiscally, and the Democrats t
in his eye and override hirthrow his budget out of balance. And | went
down there as a citizen to say, AThe ¢
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

real contention between me and Wal ker ,
about.

| want to finishoff today with the primary campaign at that point, and then
we ol | pick up |l ater, because weobdre alr

| 6ve got a hell of a political bl adder
Do you need to take a break, Governor?
No, not yet.

| wanted to ask what you did early to reatiyroduceyourselt Specifically,

the things | would think of doingrethe editorial board circuit, Lincoln Day
dinners, state fair, county fairs, those kinds of things. Were all of those part of
the strategy efjron?

Sure.And it literally all focused on downstate lllinois. | was known in

Chicago, | was known in the suburlasd| was favorably regarded there. |

didndédt need to spend a | ot aomdthet i me t he
suburbs at thergl of the campaign. | could afford to spend the bulk of the

campaign downstate, and in fact, | had to spend the bulk of the campaign
downst at e. 9idltell you thesstoty,\orchdvé you heard the

story about my going down to one of thasens on the lllinois RivérDown

in the Al ton area, but it wasndét Al ton

That would put you close to Calhoun County.

It wasnét Cal houn, there was another o
never been therandthis was real, real early in the campaigth. | went

down thereand | had arranged, or Gilbert had arrandedme to meet this

reporter fromeither theAlton Telegraptor theSt. LouisGlobe Democrat He

hops in the car, andpawd theday cgmpaignigg. t o s p
He6s t her e $odgodrst,asyownEghtmespect, to the

courthouse, since it was all controlled by Republican office hadsneriff,
stateds att oilwestinthereamdishaokhandd a# ardund in

the courthouseTh e n | Lestabisd ,goi downt own and meet
sai d, AFine. O

We drove downtowand | picked out a street corner and put myself
out there on the streetcornee opl e woul d wal k by, | 6d

morning 0 tamedly&®yl, A Good morning, 06 and then
about ten minutes of this, lsameover to me andaid AWhen are you
to start campaigning?0 | said, Al am c
campaign, youbve got tosmedt pSophpbet an
the street?0 I6m thinking, Thatodos |i ke
thinking |ike | aw enforcement, you sto
He said, fAYeah! Go back out there! o I
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Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

The first guycamealong,andl said A Hi , I 6m Jim Thomp:
guysaid AYes?0 AWel |, |, ah, | 6m running
| eventually |l earned to stTohhp mplseom, andr
running forgoverngt hope youdl !l suppdkrlt mel p wme
And people would say, fAYes, sur e, Il 6 m
see. ocalmétchigs guy, and | said, AHIi, my I
running for governor.o By now, | 6m r ea

del i v emoyt,right?d m

Hesad A What party are you?0 | said,
are you?0 | said, Al 6m sorry, | didnot
He said, AWhat party are you?0 | said,

AWoul dnét viltiecdrmo,y 0 aa Re pwe fihta tobns: aA npdi sl
poor attitude, give me a chance! Well, that was my discovery of the yellow

dog Democrat, right? Vote for a yell ow
Republican. (laughs) That was the only guy like that, thatAlayhe rest

were cheerful and encouraging, and so we did fine.

Is that how you found out what was on their mind oftentimes?

Absol ut el y. ,ebdeaallbtidey hae theltime Ibthey were in a
hurry, they dipditeantdmovd dm.8yt§edh, jmeantyoub e
could tell. Or you could go into a MccC
farmers in there talking about the welfare queens in Chicago. They, of course,

were the welfare queens of their area, because theygetieg money from

the government for not planting their crops, but that, you know, was different
than the welfare queens of Chicago, so

Later in the primary seaspyou got to the Lincoln Day circuit.
Yes.
How was that dferent? What was that experience like?

That experience was good because you were spending time with people who

were of your party and interested in supporting you,veimaljust wanted to

get to know you as a person. And of course, | was a Ibigoln guy, so

Lincoln Day dinners were easy for me.
switch into what | was about, what | thought the issues of the campaign were,

and youbéd end up by asking for their h
for me.And at the same time, it helped me learn about that particular part of

the state, who was who in the Republican organization, and who could be

helpful and who was just talk.

Eye-opening to meet all the county chairmen?

Oh, absolutely!
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Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

Any characters that stick with you?

Oh, there were. Guys who had been in office a long time, you know, thought

they knew everythinggndthey probably did. And they were out to tell the

candi date what he s Ratondgelwsdangstrond s houl d
then, and that was t htatwas whatmadetche ai r ma n
local Republican Party cohesive, the jobs, as well as the issues a

combination of jobs and issues that drove party cohesion. Now, of course,

t hat 0 s, exadpl amaong alder people.

How about doing the newspaper editorial boards? Did they reach out to you,
or did you reach out to them?

We reached out to them. | think that was a combination of Gilbert and

Skilbeck. And it made sense. Whiftefact, at least in Chicago, the surveys

had attempted to show that only 3 percent of the people who read newspapers

read the editoriald suspect downstate it was larger than.t&alitorialboards
downstate were mor e | mp oatwritermsin . | 6ve al
Chi cdfgoyyoui think thatdéds so i mportant,
page? You used to have front page editorials, back in thevtiay you felt
strongly. Put it on the front page, th

When newspapsrwere more out front about what their political leanings
were in the first place?

Absolutely.

Was theTribunestill very much in the Republican fold at the time?
Oh, absolutelySunTimesmore to the other side, but not always.
Do you think cultivating the press like that worked to your behalf?

Yeah, since a lot of times, reporters sat in on the editorial board sessions. It
wasnot just the editorial writers. A f
and the eporter getting to know you personally by meeting you {tuenald

color later stories that he wrote, sure. Be human nature, | think. It was nothing

overt on either sidét wasjusthuman naturé!

A couple more quick questions that deal with yaanhestages in preparation.
Youdbve got to find a running mate. Can

There were several. Dave OONeal; the R
kind of a cowboy kind of guy, but likeable. There was this woifnam

2lForBai |l eyb6s use of the cascadieThdmenadwd s epnelnittsi ¢ @l cadk
interview by Mike CzaplickiFebruary 16, 2015.
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Chicagowholived on the West Side&Shewas Italian. She was, if not then,
later a state legislatéf.

DePue: | know that the state constitution changed how the lieutenant governor
position was run. Was this before that went into effect?

Thompson: It was before that.

DePue: So they were running on their own.

Thompson: They were on their own,. I kind of favo
woman was going to be her own person i
instead of being part of the team. So
the guys at th&ribune | think it was on the editorial board, called me up and
said, AWho do you TVhaenyt ?soai)d,staym@@lk,a yii O6 Ne
endor s e He l@d tNespaplers downstate because he was dochie
had theChicago Tribunéecause that was my ask. So he wastete

DePue: In terms of learning more about the way state government worked, and
learning more about the fiscal status of the state, were you briefed by the
comptrollerdos office?

Thompson: No.

DePue: | had understood that Bob Mandeville sat down with gbane point in
time2?

Thompson: Oh, he didyeah He became helpfaéll f or got he was in the
of fice. But he didnét sit down as a re
the comptroller then, was that Lindberg?

DePue: George Lindberg.

Thomp®n: Okay, so then he would have sent him over to be helpful to me,Jeahn.t 6 s
correct.

DePue: Anything you remember about that first meeting?

Thompson: Not really.

DePue: And one other name | wanted to ask you apPatla Wolffl dondét know
she wasnvolved with the campaign early on, or came on board after you
were elected.

2006 Neal ran against Joan G. Anderson in the Republice

23 RobertMandeville, interview by Mike CzaplickDecember 12, 2013, 885, andFebruary 10, 2014, 889.
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DePLe:
Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:
DePue:
Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

My recollection is that she was not part of the campaign, but | could be wrong
about that. She certainly came onto the administration and she was very
influential.

This is a presidential election year as well.

Yes.

|l Om sure people were asking you in the
or Reagan.

Ford.

Did you elaborate on that?
| mean, he was the president of thatbah States.

Youdbre going to hgautentetms of gourdrteulaa ct er i z a
political philosophy, or where youodre
a moderate Republican, it sounds like.

Yeah. So | was for Ford, and hesmhe president. And he asked for my help.

In fact, | was endorsed by every newspaper in the state, except one. | was not
endorsed by the paper in St. Clair County. Ford was running in a very tough
campaign. lllinois was a bellwether staténois had vded right in the

presidential campaign for sixty years. So goes lllinois, so goes the nation. And
he wanted my help.

He was having a big rally up at one of the shopping centers in the
northern suburbs of Chicago, and he wanted me there to introduce hdrit. An
conflicted with my appointmentith the editorial board of this St. Clair
County newspaper, and | had to choose. | chose going up there and helping
the president. They were so mad at me, so mad at me, and the fact that | was
going to be withthe pregsie nt of t he United States di
were the most important thing in the world, rigiithat did they do? They
endorsed Howlett for governor, and the
|l i eutenant governor. Bute yQOuNecad u lwdanso t
elected, havas on my t eam. Th gustiospitéhmeelv nut s t |
(DePue |l aughs) It didndot make any diff
the highest ordethey were just acting out of anger. But it spoiled my record
ofmebeingedor sed by every newspaper in the
to anybody, and | got them all but one.

Did you spend any of your marketing money and TV time or radio time for
the primary?

Oh, yeah.

218



James Thompson Interview #IST-A-L-2013054.06

DePue: To get yourself introduced to thalgic?

Thompson: Yeah. In fact, those were the days when TV was a lot cheaper. And the first
commercial we did was sort of introductory, this is who Jim Thompsadh is.
was five or six minutes long. Imagine that today. And this was not cable, this
was reglar TV.

DePue: When theravereonly three networks out there.

Thompson: Yeaht di dndét cos-mmi aut etcomwmmeociaalfi v¥ou
today. And it was introductoryt startedvith me asayoungboHer e 6s Ji m
Thompson, born and raised West Side of Chicago, a young boy, went to
Sunday school, later became a Sunday school teacher, and just took me on
through my career as the guy who put people in jail. And that went only
downstatewhere the rates wera lot cheaper. And that was important, | think,
because it was the first that a lot of those people ever heard of me.

Later on, we had more sophisticated commercials, but the best one
ever, best one ever, was a Bailey Deardourff commefidiey stationed me
out in front of a bank in Oak Park, lllinois, at a busy intersecienple were
coming back and forth into the bdarout of the bank, so | was stationed right
there in front of the bank. And | would, as passersby came, stick out my hand

and say, fiHey, | 6m Ji m T h bhope shave , | 6m r
y our s keogleovould.stop and talk, talk, talk, tatélk, talk. And they
were filming all the while, Il ooking fo
Aman on the street commercial . 0

So this older | ady comes up. I stic
JmThompson, | 6m running hemardooérgou. 0
Now, here | am, six feet six inches ta
bending over, you know, great pictuW#¥e talked a little more, and she said,
Al 6m going to vote for you.o0 And | sai

ABecausnek lyotuhdr e hone st stadof theecdnrimerciad. he b e
She was the last one shown, and the commercial ended with a freeze frame on
her and me, after she said, fABecause |
like this. You know? (DePue laughBdwerful stuff. The only problem was,

they forgot to get her to sign the waiver of using her in the commercial. And

they realized the next day at the head
what did we do? We stationed a crew in front of that bankhfnext three

weeks, looking for her! Never found handfinally decided| t té@ogyood,

webve got to use it. Weodll deal with a
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it. And we used it. Very powerful commercial, very powerful. And she was
never sen or heard from again. But it was just an incredible piece of
campaign photography and commercial mess4ge.

DePue: Dave Gilbert did give me some videos of your early commercials, and | think
t hat 6s oWeedbrod dgdiemg t o p o s tthewdbsite,e c o mm
so hopefully we can get some of the opposition advertisements as well.

Thompson: Mm-hmm.

THOMPSON FILM SHOOT

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1975

8:45 a.m. Depart Film Crew departs Sheraton
Chicago-Hotel

9:25 a.m. Arrive Oak Park Mall
EMERGENCEY PHONE: 383-1750
ALTERNATE LOCATION:
Yorktown Mall (interior)
CONTACT: Ray Stannis 629-7330

9:45 a.m. Arrive Thompson Van arrives. It
Parks as near as possible to
rear side of Oak Park Bank
(North side of Mall) next
to chain fence.DRESS: Sports Coal

*¥%9:50 a.m. Arrive Jim Thompson Arrives Oak Park
Mall at American Flag Poll
in center of Mall near ;
Cozy Corner Restaurant
EMERGENCY PHONE: 383-1750

9:50 - 10:00 a.m. Briefing Final Briefing by D. Bai

10:00 a.m. Film Filming begins for stree
campaigning activity. D.
and Van driver shoul
passer-bys to the Cand.

ot s Depart Thompson departs film
NOTE: Allow addition:
Yorktown Mall is us
alternate location.

TaE = 11230 a.m. Wrap Film Crew wraps

11:30 - 12:30 p.m. Lunch Lunch at Cozy C
Phone: 383-175

12:30 - 12:45 p.m. Film Exterior shot

12:45 p.m. Depart

**NOTE: Pertains to Candidate Thompson

24 Gilbert and Fletcher also recalled this deegmoment in the campaign Gi | bert cal led it , #Anm
bank, dFletchersaideh e commerci al fifwas t hepagafiet@mmeaft t hi

creativity 0 David Gilbert, interview by Mark DePuéylarch 26, 2014, andim Fletcher, interview by Mike

Czaplicki, February 9, 201Bailey laid out a detailed schedule for filming Decembiet, 3975 Photo is from

Thomps on 6 for Deeemnberd3uThanpson Office Files.
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DePue:

Thompson:
DePue:
Thompson:
DePue:
Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:
DePue:

Thompson:

But | think webve got that one. The el
77.1 percent Thompson, 9 percent Codper.

Pretty good.

ltds an overwhel ming victory.

Mm-hmm.

| assume you werenot worried at all ab
No.

What was your reaction when you found out the results on the other side of
the ledger? Michael Howlett, 48.1 perceban Walker 41.7 percent.

| thought, This is going to be tough.
was a very polarizing politician and had his enemies in his own party. And |

di dndot know what the reactalkenwomf t he LC
dondt think theyddd dhoenlépt nken,o w hnehyadt d tjhues
But Howlett won. And the Walker people were so unhappy, as | said, they got
together and said, AWedll fix them in
Thompson. 0 .BeGdziaréuedgd thein dp, and they were very

good in influencing votes in certain parts of downstate lllinbisat was

Walker territory.

Thatds probably a pretty good place to
the general electignalthoughyou and Ihavebeen talking about that a lot.

The next time we get 6/6elarton dnekgetyoumwd | | ¢
office.

Okay!
Thank you very much, Governor.

My pleasure.

(end of interview#6)

SpDePue

is citing Thompsonds share of the total Republ

gubernatorial primary votes cast was 86.4 percent, while Cooper picked up 13.5 percent. State of lllinois,
Official Vote Cast at the Primary ElectipMarch 16, 1976
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DePue:

Thompson:

DeRue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

Today is Wednesday, July 30, 2014. My namblark DePue, director of oral
t he Abraham Lincol

hi story

ready to start the seventh session with Gov. Jim Thompson. Good afternoon,

Governor.

at

| hope | live long enough to complete this odyssey.

he Co

n Preside

Me too! (Thompson laughs) But there are so many interesting things for us to

t hrough
We got you through the primary and talked a lot about the general election as

it was going alongh u t
start with
the campaign trail in 1976.

tal k abo

going to

ut .

Baise has told them all.

Last ti me,

| 6ve got

He has told some great stories.

Only half are true.

we got

(laughs) How about some parades? Any parades that you remember in

particular?

There are two | remember in particular. The German American parade in

Chicago,

n

October
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was up early for a 6:00 breakfast and photo shootRéttpleMagazinen

our house on Fullerton Avenue in Chicago. And then | had to argue a case in

the appellate court; then | had to make three or four appearances; and then |

had to march in the Octoberst par ade! And it was <col
mar ching down State Street, and | thou
this! Tough day.

The other one | remember is July 4, 1976. | did four parades that day,
starting in the suburbs and into Chicagonthed own i n Vr dol yakos

steel mill area, and then to the adjoining sudon d t hat 6 s wher e t
down in South Chicago and the adjoining suburb developed the habit of

handing me beers when | marched in their parade. They did two things,

adually; they took pictures of their kids standing next to me year after year in

the same spot, in effect using me as a giant measuring stick to show how their

kids had grown, and they put these pictures up on the mantle in their houses.

The other thing tat the crowd did, mostly younger people, would be to hand
me beers. | 6d march down the street
to Skilbeck or one of the crew, and then people would give me another and
another and another and another. So byithe | got through with that

parade, | was pretty well (laughs) paraded out! But the affection that you get

26 Edward Vrdolyak, 10th Ward alderman, who became president of the Chicago City Council in 1977 and later
led half of the alderman in opposing Mayor Harold Washington during the Council Wars§Zp&ides
from the July 4 parades are Thompson Office Files.
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from people like that, it was extraordinary. And it gave you some of the

energy to go on, you know? | toétwona very
out of the crowed. And it really buoys the spirit, especially as the campaign

days get long in the summer and the fall.

But one of
the most beautiful
was down in
southern lllinois,
where | hit town and N0 PARKM

||
PARADE
114 M
y
POLICE 0R7

was welcomed at the
airport by the high
school land. Then
we went downtown,
and the leaves were
turning; they were
beautiful. It was a
great Saturday, |
think, and we
gathered in the
square. The image is still in my mind, thinking, This is a perfect day in
politics. The flag was flying, the sun was sh the high school band was
playing, everybody in town turned out to the town square, and | gave a
speech. It was the closing days in the campaign, the last part of the fall, and |
thought, This is magical! If you could have a movie or a picture oftthssis

what American politics should really be like.

The other one that sticks in my mind was a Chicago parade. Daley was
the mayor, and by God, he was going to lock up Chicago against me. And as
you know, he took Tony Kerner before the county cecmaimittee in the
closing days of the campaign to rev up
worked, but it got him some publicity. And in the end, it turned out | got
twenty-five wards out of the fifty. So | split the wards in the vote, which was
unherd of for a Republicafy.

| got approached by, or somebody in my campaign staff knew Chicago
firemen. And they said that if | would parade on the near west side of Chicago
in the city during the day, they would have a Chicago Fire Department fire

trucklead the parade. Now, l 6m thinking,
with the firemen, for doing this while the mayor is in charge. But by God, it
happened! 1 didndét ride on the fire ¢tr

there we were, careening dluigh the West Side just west of the Loop, in

2TIn the best general election performance of his four campaigns in Chicago, Thompson won twenty of the
cityés fifty wards, picking up 43.3 percent of the v
defeat Michael Havlett by 330,342 votes (57.7 percent) in Cook County. State of llliQdfiial Vote Cast at

the General Election, November 2, 1976
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

ethnic neighborhoods, being led by a City of Chicago fire truck with all the

firemen hanging on there, people hanging out of their windows, and crowds

on the street. And | thought, At any minute, the squadarargoing to show

up, and weol | al | be hauled of f. But t
extraordinary demonstration of political courage by those firefighters. (laughs)

Got a sense that there was an endorsement by the Chicago Fire Department
for Jim Thompson?

Yeah, | guess so! Those were a few of the parades from the first campaign.

One of the things you had a reputation for is dressing down to the occasion. In
fact, weoll talk about thipponensas he f ut
well, since both Bakalis and Stevenson kind of hesitated to be as willing to

change their dress. | wonder if you could talk about that.

Well, 1itdéds not so much of dressing dow
remember pictures dflike Howlett going to county fairs in a thregece suit

and wingtips, and | thought, God, how out of place you look, Mike! And fair

goers, none of whom are dressed like that, are going to look at you and think,

Does he really understand us? Does he rgaltyo w what wedr e doir
Does he understand agriculture? Does he understand agricultural exhibitions?

What is this? So | went in jeans and a shirt and boots, which is what you

should be wearing at a countyohgair, or
into ani mal barns, |l ooking at the |ive
dusty fairway. It doesndt make any sen

dressing. Political candidates who make foolish examples of themselves by
not adopting the dress thagople are using that day, | think, suffer for it.

They raise questions about their empathy for, or their sympathy with, or their
awareness of whatos

going on around -
them?8

So it wa il s
matter of dressing SN 7 .
down. Same thing with
a football game. You
dressfor a football
game, like everybody
else did. I think |
rarely, if ever, wore a
suit to a football game.
Why would I do that?
Same thing with

2Undated photo from Boxed Photos, Thompson Office Fil

Bailey reminde

me, you always did have a way with the far my:
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Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:
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parades. That famous parade where Adlai showed up in a raincoat, carrying an
umbrella and a briefcase and hat) @uring the course of walking along with
the reporter, managed to call himself a wimphich was the headline the
next day) was just terrible for him. But you look at a picture of that, and you
think, My goodness; | mean, get into the spirit of it! Be appate.

Did you have to expand your wardrobe a little bit in the process of running?

No, not at al/l
plenty of casual clothes, and | had suits. | was a practicing lawyer, U.S.

attorney, and the suits were my costume when | was U.S. attorney, so that
wasnot a probl em.

| f

youbdbre going to

How about the penchantfosthi rt s? Youdve mention

a collection of theseghirts.

|l tds not SO

mu ctkshir® hgudss |idid eccasionalybut e a r
that people would give youshirts: if you visited school, get sshirt; if you
visited a county fair or a state fair, people were handing-gbirts; a
groundbreaking, you might get-shirt; you could get aghirt almost

anywhere. | mean, go in and do a radio interview in a downstate radio station,
and theyo6d gi wlart. Sootwasia mater ofactumalétisg this
crazy collection of-shirts, not so much wearing them.

These we rt-ehirté that your dme campaign was putting out?

Oh, yeah, we hadghirts in the campaign that we handed out to Thompson

supporters,
those.

or

t o

people marching

How about this one, then, Governdf@u just talked about dressing to the
occasion. Was there also a factor of drinking to the occasion?

Drinking to the occasion?

We just heard the story about drinking beer with the parade goers.

Yeah. But t hat thingaos my@art; tlhat whedn thdirgarta t e
They wanted to do that. And | thought it would be rude to refuse the beer
when it was being offered, (laughs) because it was being offered in a very
friendly, jJubilant, happy gbtésirsix o n ;
pack in their ice chest. In my first campaign, | think, | went to one keg party at
the University of lllinois, back when the drinking age was eighteen. And we
raised a fair amount of money from kids, which always shocked me, that
college kid would give you money. They certainly would give you beer, but
not money. But they did! So | had a couple of beers with the guys on that
occasion. And there might be other occasions where alcohol would be served,

in an appropriate fashion.
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

If I can mention one story that Dave Gilbert passed along, and you can
confirm or deny, ther®

Gilbert!
And | think this was Peoria. It was outside a factory, early in the mayning
Oh, yeah. This was East Peoria.

Factory workers wre coming out, and you noticed that a healthy percentage

of them were going into a bar across the street. You went into the bar, and

they asked, AWhat do you want?0 You sa
and that was a shot and a beer.

Ashot and a beer. Absolutely. Thatods ol
only that campaign, but every time | was in that city. | was in East Peoria. |

was shaking hands at the Caterpillar gates, at the 6:00 a.m. shift change. So |

was there early, shadg hands with the workers as they came out. Now, most

of these guys were Democrats. They were UAW members. They might have

been conservative, or maybe a little more conservative than their union

| eader s. T-bollay guys.ePeapleé shakind harstghe shift change

at Caterpillar gates is an old politic
do that. And | did notice them all after they passed by me, heading to the

saloon.

So when we finished shaking hands, when the shift change was
essentiall over, | followed them in there. | sat up in the bar, and the guy said,
A Wh at do you want?06 And | sai d, nwel | ,
are they having?06 He said, AA shot and
6:30 in the morning, and forgetg that | had a long day, beginning with a
speech to the Rotary after this morning interlude. The whole day just went on,
and it was not easy.

| saw this sign up behind the bar,
Jimmy Carter sandwi crhy oCdr tseri ds a mdMhiad O
he said, APeanut butter and baloney. 0
farmer and hebés full of baloney! o0 Cart
change gates, and the secret service closed the saloon, thereby pissig off th

saloon owner, Jugs Anthodywho became a dear friedidand pissing off the
Caterpillar workers who couldndét go i n
the shiftchangé’l sai d, A1 6d never do that, o S
me. And everytimelivsi t ed Peoria for the next fi
Peoria until | went to East Peoria, to that saloon. He made a rule that

2% David Gilbert, interview by Mark DePue, March 27, 2014.
Charles AJugso Anthony owned Anthonyods.
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whenever | was in the saloon, all drinks were on the house, as long as | was

there.

DePue: He was picking up the tab?

Thompsm: He was picking up the tab. Obviously, it gave me a lot of friends, right?
(laughter) Hedd say, fAGovernoros in th
grab a drink, and I 6d go down and sit
Lebanese, and he kept a botifeArak under the bar; that was a Lebanese
l' i queur, only this wasnodét from a dist:

powerful. We soon developed a ritual where every new bag boy got his
initiation at Jugs Ant honnkaglagssohedd hav
Arak. We were fast friends.

| fell asleep on his lawn one time. We were visiting down there on
Sunday, Jayne and |. He had a dinner for me and some friends. | had some
Arak, and it was summer, and $at sai d,
down on his front [ awn, and | think I
state police standing over me, and a bunch of neighborhood kids standing over
me, looking down at the governor! (laughter) Like Rip Van Winkle, right? But
stuff like that was art of the joy, or the happiness of campaigning.

DePue: How much did you enjoy being on the campaign trail?

Thompson: I | oved it. | really did. A |l ot of pol
politician, or a political candidate, is a salesman. Andtilg way you can
sell, apart from television advertising or radio advertising or interviews, is to
campaign. A lot of candidates these days do less and less physical
campaigning, a lot less of detw-door campaigning or the meet and greets.
And they relyon television, and they rely on negative commercials; define
your opponent before he defines you. When | first started out, | did a lot of
campaigning, so | was brand new at it. | learned how to do it. And it became a

Joy.

| mean, | would get droppedoffa Si x Corners, and | 6
Sears store and stand in the isles and shake hands, until they shuffled you out.
(laughs) Or-Maétd,gandnt beamBnager woul 0

Blue Light special! Jim Thonspbmanh i s he
the Blue Light special for halfanhothBut | 6d go wal ki ng do
neighborhood in Chicago, or in a town
every store, shaking hands. Eventually

beauty parlors,rad the ladies were sitting there under the machines, getting
their hair curled, and they were startled to see me shake hands with everyone.

31 Six Corners is a large shopping area on the Northwest Side of Chicago at the intersectiomai@ice
Milwaukee Avenues and Irving Park Road.
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

| once took a whole press corps into a steam bath in Chicago. It was a
steam bath on Division Street. It was an-tsde Russian steam bath; it went
back to the twentie¥.We were street campaigning in Wicker Park, and we
went charging in there. (laughs) These guys are sitting around, smoking
cigars, playing cards. We ran into the
|l enses fogged up, so that didndot worKk
enjoyed it, | enjoyed it, the people enjoyed it. | was always a very physical
campaigner, like Billy Clinton; you know, arm around the shoulder,
handshake, squeeze.

Is that your natural style anyway, or did you have to develop that?

| had to learn that. Yeah, | had to learn that, because before | got into this
business, | was kind of a reserved person.

What, a typical Midwestern kid?

Yeah. But oge you learned it, it was great fun. It just was. Plunge into a

crowd, shake hands. And you know, it does something very important. It gives
people a sense of you, a sense of who you are and a sense of how you feel

about them, which is really importantdls part of the job of
between the candidate and the voter. And you can build trust in a lot of ways.

You can build affection in a lot of ways. You can build good feelings in a lot

of ways, and itodés all part of that.

T h aitm@odant, | think, because they know and you know that
standing there on the sidewal k today,
challenges that might lie ahead for the state of lllinois and for its citizens
would be in a year, or two years or three yeargh8yp really had to trust you

to find the right answer. Thatés a ver
trust you or they donét I i ke you, they
even though you may be, in terms of issues, more closely aligaed t

ot herwise. | f you donodét have the trust

have the vote, it seems to me.

What youbve been explaining here, and
wrong, iis that your f oc patraynoreesothan he i n
it is on policy issues.

Wel | , no, ités part and parcel . You ha
reason than to satisfy the press, which will peck you to death until you tell

t hem what youdre gZoi ng 6tso odnoe wift it hX, pY
is having with his campaign nottHe 6 s being baited by t h
your plan to overcome a six billion do

32 Most likely Division Street Russian and Turkish Baths at 1914 W. Division, which was in business from 1906

until 2010.

33 Republican Bruce Rauner, who went on to win the 2014 gubernatorial election irslllinoi
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

does he know? Heds not the gawether nor , h
Bureau of the Budget at his side. He d
i s Democratic, is going to do. How can
to do that, right?

But the press nibbles at him, or bites at him, or chews on him until
they force him to do it. Then you come up with a ghety list of things, and

itdéds not satisfactory to them, itds pr
doesndét tell the voters much at all
Rauner was pushed into doiagax program of sorts, he said of the service

tax, NOkay, thatos a fair, | egitimate
now, of cour se, he beats Rauner over t
would be willing to consider taxing social secugty. ( poundi ng noi se
me a break! You see the ads that are r
loopholes to avoid paying social security tax on his income, but he wants to

tax yours. o0 Therebébs a sucker punch if

So, yeah, you got tdo policy. | did it in my first campaign. | was
asked at a meeting whether | was for or against the Crosstown Expressway,
and | listened to people, and finally came out against the Crosstown
Expressway. So | did thatijustaasnd | took
important to give people a sense of who you are, not just what you believe in.

When youbére in Jugs Anthonydés, would p
Never. (DePue | aughs) Never! They want
understood them; yaialked about baseball, or whatever, farming. They

didndét talk about policy in a saloon,
Now, |l have heard a couple of stories
Cubs fan.

No, I didndédt. Got mysehdt byoedr ¢ nt &It ki
about. Went down there to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Jack Buck, the

St. Louis Cardinals6é announcer. I was

onto the field. | shook hands with Jack Buck, and gave him some award from

me andhe people of lllinois, because a lot of downstaters are Cardinals fans.

And | dondét know why | was feeling dev
while. | had the microphone, and the place was jammed, of course; not a seat

to be had. So between gamesafoubleheadér

Cards and Cubs?

Yeah. | s ai d,Od thislroarmof baos camebosit, ahdamy staff is
| ooking at meohiAkd 1 6iml damwatysdbe a Cu
as a Cubs fan, and | 6lcejusiwentnussJust Cub s
went nuts. | did it again at a signing ceremony raising the drinking age from
eighteen to twentp n e . | shoul dndét have done t hi
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sidelines of a University of Illinois football game. That was daring, right?
(DePue laughs) And when they announced what | was doing, this huge wave

of boos came out. |l just | ifted a gl as
The staff was yelling at me foré | did
DePue: Youdre new to @ heHpwedisd athehnitsreatm yo
election?
Thompson: Wonderfully! Treated me better in the 1976 election than they have since. |
was a new candidate, there were a lot of young reporters on a campaign trail,
and itdéds back whenrtolse rmprcess muacwhe med eg
they do now. | mean, | lugged around the press corps almost every day in the
closing months of the campaign. | had to rent an RV to haul them around in.
| 6d be in the RV with them aWwkdéday | on
singing songs?
In the meantime, Howlett is fighting with the press and not letting
them on his campaign bus. They had to rent cars and chase him. Well, you
know what kind of stories they wrote about that, and you know what kind of
stories they wrotabout me. It was really a wonderful relationship. They were
clearly my fans, as | say, because a |
seen a candidate like me. | remember one Halloween in that first campaign
when | showed up at the campaign bus, aedotless corps, about twenty of
them, all had Jim Thompson masks that they were weéting!
DePue: Somebody had
actually
manufactured
Jim Thompson
masks?
Thompson: Yeah. They had
taken a photo of
mine, blown up
the face, cut out
masks, and put
elastics bands on
it. When |
showed up at my
trailer, they all jJumped out with their masks on. They thought that was
wonderful, and | thought that was wonderful! Now, that was a very
affectionate thing to do, and there are pictures of me standing irofrtre
group of reporters with the masks.
¥Thompsonds Democratic predecessor, Dan Walker, was ¢

corps. See Dan Walker, interview by Mark DePue, August 22, 2007, 81.
35 Undated photo of Thompson in a later campaign shows the joke persisted. Boxasl Phompson Office

Files.
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DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

DePue:

Thompson:

One time, in southern lllinois, we were headed down to the gospel
sing. | believe it was at Metropolis. This Republican county chairman down
there, Bob Winchester, put on this gospel sing, and | was going to apieak
was riding with my press corps down there, we had a few beers, and they said,
AWebre going to write your speech, but
we write it.o | said, ASure, 106l do t
the lus. | gave it, and it was a hell of a speech! And | was doing cadence and
the rhythm of the southern preacher, but | delivered it word for word. When
would that happen in politics today, that a young press corps would write your
speech, andt yauoda gedpelersing? That wo

Why did they make you promise? Because you had the reputation for
adlibbing?

No, if they were going to go through the trouble of writing, they wanted to
make sure | delei,vetrheadt 6ist .a lIdesaai.do, fASur

How did it go over?

It went over fine. Days like thatwh et her 1t 6s with the pr
voters, crowds at campaign events, parade® the stuff of politics, and they

are very important to a candidate. At lethgty were important to me. And

they just affirmed my faith in the people of lllinois, and | hope they affirmed

their faith in me. If you looked at the election results, you would think that it

did; to win by a million six, unheard of!

Your opponentMichael Howlett, | understand made allegations that all of
this, what wedve just been talking abo
show, that you were a phony.

|l dondédt think he ever said | was a pho
and had supported me running for governor before Daley made him run for
governor, and had furnished my campaig
names. But every once in a while, heod
is all for show, lookathimihi s Levi s, 0 and arrgh, arr
this dog hebs dragging around the stat
He was frustrated. He didndét want to b
to run. He did not want to be governor. Hedidn want to do t he ¢
was a perfectly popular secretary of state; he could have run and won that

office without leaving his office.

Did your campaign in the | ater days ha
campaigning today?

Never. | 6ve never run a negative campa

would offend me greatly from time to time. The most negative commercial we
ever ran about Adlai Stevenson was to say that as a United States senator, in
all the time he served, he intnazked only two bills, one of which was to aid
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